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Augustana Graduates 
 

Cumberland Graduation 
Saturday, May 20 

11:00 a.m. 
 
 
Augustana Baccalaureate 

Sunday, May 14 
10:30 a.m. Worship 

                                     Breakfast at 9:00 a.m. in Great Hall 
 
Emme Anderson          

Bishop Bloom 

Isaac Bucher 

Cole Donatell 

Cody Elfers 

Robina Elliott 

Jenna Green 

Jordan Malone 

Taylor Olsen 

Casey Sutherland 

Nicolas Thill 

Zackary Wagner 

Jeremiah 29:11  
“For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the LORD, 
plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give you a future 

with hope.” 
                        
 

 
 

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Bible/TextSearch
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FROM THE PASTOR… 
 
Greetings in the name of Jesus 

 For some reason, May reminds me of the movement of God’s grace.  

There are so many things that change in the month of May, the earth 

greens up, gardens are planted, graduation parties are planned, and the 

anticipation of new rhythms in life as summer approaches.  I find myself 

being grateful for life, family, community, and so much more.  I 

experience the grace of God in all of it.  God shows up even when we 

aren’t looking for it and they become blessings.  This is the movement 

of grace. 

This movement has been active here at Augustana.  One just has to look 

at the Wonder Wall in the hallway to see the spirit filled ideas and 

dreams that have broken through the earth with the potential to grown.  

These are some of those wonderings: 

I wonder: 

- About getting to know our neighbors in the houses and 

apartments near Augustana. 

- If we can have a playground 

- If we can have a summer block party 

- If we could help build assisted living apartments  

- If Augustana could house a daycare center 

- If we could host a “Messiah” sing a long 

- If we can provide community service to the elderly 

- If we can have small groups all year long 

- If we can include the community in Wednesday meals 

These are just a few.  Please stop by and read them all and leave 

some more.  With the help of the Holy Spirit, we can turn around 

and be doers of the Word. 

Celebrate Jesus Live the Love 

Pastor Randy 
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CHURCH IN SOCIETY 
Celebrate Jesus. Live the Love. 

 
Your generous giving to ELCA Good Gifts, especially the water 
well at Christmas and now your giving to ELCA World Hunger and 
Malawia, makes you part of something very big. You are at work 
in the world. You are living the love. Big. You are living the love. 
$5,471,479 was raised in 2016 through ELCA Good Gifts. 
This meant that 200 piglets were distributed in Liberia, 85 Young 
Adults in Global Mission volunteers served in 13 countries, 4,960 
orphan and vulnerable children were fed in Malawi, 250 
scholarships for Lutheran seminary students were given in the 
United States,40 savings and loans groups were established in 
Malawi, 300 energy saving cook stoves were produced in 
Rwanda, 5,000 students in Thailand (ages 12+) received health, 
life skills, and HIV education and the list goes on and on. 
 
We often say, “oh my little bit doesn't help.” But when it is put with 
other little bits it adds up to a big thing. The Church in Society 
Committee is very proud and thankful for what Augustana gives. 
God's blessings on all of you. 
 
May's noisy offering will be for the Cumberland Food Pantry. 
 
The following note was received from the Food Pantry: 
 
So far this year The Cumberland Food Pantry has served 159 
families and have distributed 25,915 pounds!  Since November we 
have been part of the State's TEFAP program and now receive 
monthly shipments of chicken, juices, cranberries, blueberries, 
walnuts, cheese, canned goods, pasta & cereal -all free. 
Eventually this program will certainly help our budget!   Thank you 
for your support!   
 
Cindi Schell 
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Golden Rule Church 
The Golden Rule: Jesus said “Do unto others as you would have 
them do unto you.” Matthew 7:12  
 
What does this mean for Augustana? Help us notice all the ways 
that we are following Jesus’ example. Throughout the month of 
April, baskets of chocolate eggs with strips of paper attached were 
found around Augustana. When someone gave a compliment, or 
was seen lending a helping hand or following the Golden Rule in 
some other way, the “eggxample” was written on the paper with 
the person’s name, put in a plastic egg, and hung on the “Easter 
Tree”. Check out how many “eggxamples were collected and 
watch for information on how we will continue to show how we 
Celebrate Jesus and Live the Love by following the Golden Rule?  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 “Cooking with Love” At Augustana 

A new ministry at Augustana kicked off in February, “Cooking with 
Love”. In response to our love for Jesus and to share the love with 
others, members of Augustana will provide an evening meal to  
(1) members of Augustana recently hospitalized, new parents, 
those suffering a loss, seniors living alone  
(2) Cumberland area community members who are recognized as 
in need of a “Cooking with Love” meal. 
 
Ann Bergmann is chairperson of this developing program. If you 
want to become one of the “cooks” helping make the meal or if 
you know someone who should receive one of our meals, contact 
Ann at 715-822-3290 or abergmann@centurytel.net. 
 
We will be Augustana! 
We will be “doing church” beyond our walls! 
We will be “Living the Love” through this new 
outreach/congregational care ministry. 
Thank you for your support.   Ann 

mailto:abergmann@centurytel.net
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Augustana Church Council 
Minutes 

Augustana Lutheran March 19, 
2017 

  
Present: Dean Bergstrom, Kate Hedke, Barb 

Landstrom, Pam Bergstrom, Diane Carlson, Tom Hodgson, Julie 
Donatelle, Leah Hullinger, Curt Johnson, Sheri Johnson, Pastor 
Randy. 
 
Absent: Deb Johnson and David Ficocello.  
  
Meeting was called to order at 5:30 p.m. by President Dean 
Bergstrom. 
 
Motion was made by Diane Carlson to approve the addition of 
Pastor Heather Kistner to the agenda after devotions. Motion 
seconded by Pam Bergstrom and the motion was approved. 
 
Pastor Randy led devotions. 
Council members broke into groups to discuss the evening’s 
verses. 
 
Pastor Heather K. presented information about “Bold Generosity”, 
a new capital campaign aimed at making changes in the synod. 
The campaign is a 3-year program, with the primary goal to raise 
$1.2 million to support 1) technology, 2) Walking Together, 3) 
leadership development, 4) support for recent seminary 
graduates, 5) Malawi, and 6) the Evangelical Lutheran Church. A 
decision will need to be made by the end of April, when the synod 
assembly takes place. Leah Hullinger, Tom Hodgson, and Pastor 
Randy will meet to discuss the program and make a 
recommendation at the April meeting. 
 
A motion was made by Julie Donatelle to approve the February 
minutes. The motion was seconded by Barb Landstrom. Motion 
approved. 
 
Tom Hodgson gave the financial report. The council discussed 
providing the congregation with quarterly updates of Augustana’s 
financial status. 
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Thank you notes: a thank you note will be sent out for Erickson’s 
excavating for snow removal. 
 
Funding requests from the Boys and Girls Club (to support The 
Taste) and Wolf Ridge were discussed. April’s noisy offering will 
be designated for Wolf Ridge and the council decided against 
financially supporting The Taste. 
 
A motion was made by Sheri Johnson and seconded by Tom 
Hodgson to approve a building agreement for Kinship of 
Cumberland and Turtle Lake. Conditions of the agreement include 
Kinship’s responsibility to maintain the space and their own 
phone/internet service, and that Augustana will provide a 6-month 
notice if we need the space back. Motion carried. 
 
A motion was made by Leah Hullinger and seconded by Tom 
Hodgson to approve Carol Wallin and Connie Harding as financial 
secretaries. Motion carried. 
 
A motion was made by Julie Donatelle and seconded by Pam 
Bergstrom to approve Carol Wallin and Connie Harding to sign for 
the Youth and Family Checking and Savings accounts. Motion 
carried. 
 
The council discussed and came to a consensus to identify 
Augustana as a “Golden Rule Church.” Discussion centered 
around focusing on the positive aspects of Augustana and our 
members and neutralizing the negatives to keep the focus on 
living by the Golden Rule. Pam Bergstrom, Sheri Johnson, Diane 
Carlson, Julie Donatelle, and Kate Hedke will meet and come up 
with ideas to bring this idea to life for our members. 
 
The next meeting will be held on Monday, April 17 at 6:00 p.m. 
 
Tom Hodgson made a motion to adjourn. Motion seconded by 
Leah Hullinger. 
 
Meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
Submitted by 
Kate Hedke 
Council Secretary  
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Bluegrass Gospel Music 
Comes to Augustana 

 
Augustana Summer Bluegrass Concert Series Schedule 
 
Saturday, May 13th 7:00 p.m.   The Seeger Boys  
The Seeger Boys (but not really all boys!) of Eau Clare will kick-off 
the night with their old-time bluegrass music. The band led by 
father, Nick, consists of family members who all take part in 
playing and singing together in two, three and four part harmonies 
family-style. They will entertain you with their unique style, humor 
and wonderful family harmonies.  They are also amazing 
instrumentalists – you will especially enjoy young Katherine who is 
an incredible fiddle player!  
 

Saturday, June 10th 7:00 p.m.   Midnight Coal Company  
This band plays and values the traditional bluegrass music of the 
1940’s, 50’s and 60’s.  Their instrumentation and singing are 
Influenced by the likes of Bill Monroe, Jimmy Martin, Flatt and 
Scruggs and the Stanley brothers.  You will enjoy this “all male” 
band! 
 

Saturday, July 15th  7:00 p.m. Highview  
This band hails from Siren and plays traditional and contemporary 
Bluegrass as well as Gospel and Old-time music.  They are led by 
husband and wife, Bob and Kelly Andrewson, who both sing lead 
and harmony vocals.  You’ll enjoy Kelly on the 5-string banjo, as 
well as the old-time claw hammer banjo.  
 

Saturday, August 12th 7:00 p.m.  Kings Countrymen  
Based in west-central Wisconsin, this well known band performs 
at fairs, festivals, concerts, nursing homes, retirement centers, 
Bible camps, and churches to share the love of God and 
bluegrass gospel music with audiences of all ages. Their message 
of God's love is mixed with a touch of humor and testimony. 
 

Saturday, September 16th 7:00 p.m. The Stringsmiths  
The Stringsmiths are a hard driving bluegrass band that keep 
audiences tapping their toes.  Based in Cumberland, and including 
Barb and Chris Landstrom from Augustana, these fine 
instrumentalists also add a blend of two, three, and four part vocal 
harmonies to their performances.  They look forward to closing out 
the concert series on a high note! 
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*The concerts will be held in Augustana’s Great Hall.  There will 
be no admittance charge for the concerts, but your donation will 
be appreciated. 
 
The Cumberland area community is welcomed to attend this great 
musical event! Free will donation. 
 

THERE WILL BE AN ECUMENICAL PROGRESSIVE DINNER 
for Cumberland Area Churches on Sunday, May 7th, starting at 
4:00 p.m. The schedule is as follows: 
 
4:00 – 4:30 p.m. First Lutheran  Salads 
4:35 – 5:05 p.m. Northern Lakes Appetizers 
5:10 – 5:40 p.m. Augustana  Soup 
5:45 – 6:15 p.m. Cumberland Baptist Main Course 
6:20 – 7:00 p.m. Methodist Church Dessert 
 
Please sign up on the clipboard if you plan to attend, so that each 
church knows how many people to plan for. This is an opportunity 
to get to know and socialize with our neighbor church members. 

 
 
 
 

Easy sewing help needed!  Sewing backpacks for the Lutheran 
World Relief School Kits. Fabric is already cut and needs side 
seams and casings sewn. Please see Evelyn Brown for details. 
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Beginning…and Beginning Again 
 
During the coming weeks, as you or loved ones celebrate 
graduation, remember it isn’t a closed door, an end or a farewell. 
Instead, it’s an entryway threshold, a beginning, a hello—and one 
of many such opportunities that mark life. 
 
“God wants us to know that life is a series of beginnings, not 
endings, just as graduations are not terminations but 
commencements,” writes Bernie Siegel. “Creation is an ongoing 
process, and when we create a perfect world where love and 
compassion are shared by all, suffering will cease.” 
 
Of course, we can “create a perfect world” only by letting God 
guide our actions. So, dear graduates, may you partner with God 
to meet suffering with love, kindness and compassion through all 
the new beginnings of your life! 
 
 
 

Restoring the Balance 

 
In Springs in the Valley (Zondervan), pioneer 
missionary Lettie Cowman tells of a traveler 
making a trek through an African jungle. Native 
tribesmen who helped carry loads walked rapidly 
on day one, covering a great distance. Yet the 
next morning they refused to move. When the 
frustrated traveler asked the tribesmen why they were just sitting, 
they said they’d gone too fast on the first day and “were now 
waiting for their souls to catch up to their bodies.” 
 
Cowman writes, “This whirling rushing life which so many of us 
live does for us what that march did for those tribesmen. The 
difference: They knew they needed to restore life’s balance; too 
often we do not.”  
 
God promises rest for our soul and body, so don’t overlook the 
importance of physical restoration. Only by taking time to recharge 
can you be an effective laborer in God’s kingdom. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO… 
1 Glenn Ritchie 
2 Isaac Molls 
 Ellyn Schultz 
3 Dan Neurer 
5 Edna Hove 
6 Shannon Bents 
 Brooklyn Moravitz 
7 Sheri Johnson 
8 Dustin Paffel 
10 Jim Wallin 
 Stephanie Walters 
 Austin Theese 
11 Maya Brenna 
 DeDe Graf 
 Jordan Erickson 
 Carol Wallin 
13 Keith Johnson 
14 Jason Stuntz 
15 Kari Owens 
18 Sean Annis 
 Dean Bergstrom 
19 Colin Green 
 Butch Sutherland 
 Jeff Thomas 
20 Barb Agen 
 Brenda Kupferschmidt 
 Tom Schaffer 
21 Carol Halverson 
 Remington Reiwestahl 
22 Sawyer Stuntz 
 Nicolas Thill 
23 Chris Landstrom 
24 Betsy Holmes 

25 Cindy Agen 
26 Roger Anderson 
 David Ficocello 
 Sarah Wiita 
27 Erinn Feidt 
28 Jack Strickland 
29 Lauren Green 
30 Kristin Burling 
31 Danielle Bergstrom 
 Aidan Warner 

3   
Grant and Laurie Sutherland 
4 Bill and Jeanette Olsen 
5  Curt and Gloria Johnson     
    (50th) 
6   
Don and Wendy Phernetton 
(50th) 
9  
Andy and Shannon Johnson 
11  
Mark and Jennifer Koegel 
14  
Dean and Pam Bergstrom 
17  
David and Diana Ficocello 
18  Andrea and Ben Jerry 
19 Brad and Kris Burling 
23 Scott and Linda Warwick 
28  Lee and Wendy Weaver 
 
 
 

 


