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        THE EPISTLE   
April 2017 

 

AUGUSTANA LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

1025 Second Avenue   P.O. Box 5 
Cumberland, Wisconsin 54829 

Phone: 715-822-2890   Fax: 715-822-2837 
Pastor Randy Skow-Anderson  

Cell Phone: 218-329-7904 
E-Mail: pastor@augustanachurch.com 
Brad and Jackie Novak, Custodians 

Home Phone: 715-822-8668 
E-Mail: custodian@augustanachurch.com 

Jene Morey, Office Manager 
Home Phone: 715-468-7706 

E-Mail: office@augustanachurch.com 
PLEASE NOTE NEW E-MAIL ADDRESSES 
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Sunday, April 9 
Palm Sunday 

Worship at 8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 
The Passion of Our Lord According to Matthew 

Breakfast Hosted by the Middle and High School Youth 
9:00 – 10:00 a.m. 

 
Maundy Thursday 

Worship with Holy Communion at 7:00 p.m. 
 

Good Friday 
Worship at 12:00 noon and 7:00 p.m. 

 
Easter Sunday 

Worship at 7:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary 
Worship at 9:00 in the Sanctuary 

Worship at 10:30 in the Great Hall 
Cinnamon Rolls served between services. 

Proceeds to Camp Scholarships  
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FROM THE PASTOR… 
 

Dear Easter People, 

The grace of our risen Lord be with you. 

In just a few weeks we will celebrate Easter.  Spring has sprung.  

The sap is running and new life is emerging from the earth.  I love 

spring.  As we celebrate Easter and the Easter season, I am 

reminded of the new life that springs up in the follower of Christ 

each and every day.  We are Easter people.  I am also struck by 

the challenge to live this life out every day.  We are not alone in 

this struggle.  The most ancient manuscripts of Mark’s gospel 

ends with the witness’s at the tomb with this verse, “So they went 

out and fled from the tomb, for terror and amazement had seized 

them; and they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid.”  

(Mark 16:8)   

We often find ourselves in a similar situation.  We struggle with 

how to talk about faith without being off-putting to others.  

However, it is evident that those first witnesses did ultimately say 

something.  If they hadn’t, we would not be here.  This reminds 

me we are not Christian alone nor can we be.    Perhaps as we 

celebrate Jesus’ resurrection, we are called to focus on living the 

love.  Let others see the Christ that is in you through your living. 

Celebrate Jesus  

Live the Love 

Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Randy 
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CHURCH IN SOCIETY 
Celebrate Jesus. Live the Love. 

 
Live the Love:  
by collecting coins and by volunteering at Ruby’s Pantry. 
 
In the month of April, Augustana will be filling those little hunger 
boxes again for ELCA World Hunger and our companion synod in 
Malawi, which is experiencing a severe drought. Your coins and 
checks will be collected on Sunday, April 30th and will be sent to 
the Northwest Synod of Wisconsin. 
 
Did you know... 
…over 800 million people in the world do not get enourh food 
each day to live health lives? (World Food Programme)  
 
…in the United States, nearly 16 million children are not sure 
where their next meal will come from? (Bread for the World) 
 
About HALF of all adults in the United States aged 20-65 will need 
federal assistance to buy food at some point during their lifetime? 
(Food Research and Action Center) 
 
Did you ALSO know… 
 
…the world produces enough food to give every living person 
2868 calories per day? (Food and Agriculture Organization of the 
U.N.) 
 
…the number of people living in chronic hunger worldwide has 
fallen 17 percent since the early 1990s? (World Food Programm) 
 
…in 2014, gifts to ELCA World Hunger helped support over 380 
anti-hunger ministries in the United States and 250 programs in 
over 50 other countries-from food pantries to community gardens, 
from health care clinics to job training programs, and much more. 
 
Through the ELCA World Hunger program, our monies can and 
are doing great things to alleviate hunger. Very little of your 
monies go to administration costs, so this is a good program to 
support. 
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Live the Love: 
Augustana is volunteering at Cumberland's Food Distribution—
Ruby's Pantry on Saturday, May 6th. Sign up will begin on Sunday, 
April 9th. Volunteers are to report to the Cumberland Elementary 
School back door by 7:30 a.m. 

 
****************************** 

Golden Rule Church 
The Golden Rule: Jesus said “Do unto others as you would have 
them do unto you.” Matthew 7:12  
 
What does this mean for Augustana? Help us notice all the ways 
that we are following Jesus’ example. Throughout the month of 
April, baskets of chocolate eggs with strips of paper attached will 
be found around Augustana. When you notice someone giving a 
compliment, lending a helping hand or following the Golden Rule 
in some other way, write the “eggxample” on the paper with the 
person’s name and put it in a plastic egg. Feel free to eat the 
chocolate or share with a friend! How many “eggxamples can we 
collect showing how we Celebrate Jesus and Live the Love by 
following the Golden Rule?  

 

Youth and Family Planning 
Anyone interested in the brainstorming, planning, organizing 
and/or participating in upcoming Youth and Family activities? 
There will be a short (30 minute or less) meeting beginning at 9:00 
a.m. on April 2 in the Great Hall. Come have some coffee, tea and 
treats as we begin planning the next fun activities at Augustana! 
Contact Sheri Johnson (715) 419-0705 with any questions. 

 

Palm Sunday Breakfast 
Augustana Middle and High School Youth will be hosting a 
Breakfast on Palm Sunday, April 9, from 9:00 – 10:00 a.m. Free 
will donations will go towards trips and programming. 

 
CINNAMON ROLLS WILL BE SERVED ON EASTER MORNING. 
Free will donations will be used to send youth to Luther Point Bible 
Camp this summer. Augustana has a long standing tradition of 
paying half the cost for a week at camp (approximately $200.00). 
We are challenging ourselves to pay the full cost ($400.00 this 
year. Help us reach that goal! 

tel:(715)%20419-0705


 

6 

“Cooking with Love” At Augustana 
A new ministry at Augustana kicked off in February, “Cooking with 
Love”. In response to our love for Jesus and to share the love with 
others, members of Augustana will provide an evening meal to  
(1) members of Augustana recently hospitalized, new parents, 
those suffering a loss, seniors living alone  
(2) Cumberland area community members who are recognized as 
in need of a “Cooking with Love” meal. 
 
Ann Bergmann is chairperson of this developing program. If you 
want to become one of the “cooks” helping make the meal or if 
you know someone who should receive one of our meals, contact 
Ann at 715-822-3290 or abergmann@centurytel.net. 
 
We will be Augustana! 
We will be “doing church” beyond our walls! 
We will be “Living the Love” through this new 
outreach/congregational care ministry. 
Thank you for your support.   Ann 

 
Pancake Day Supper a Success! 

Augustana’s first ever Pancake Day Supper was successful 
beyond expectations according to a spokesperson from the 
Outreach Committee.  Approximately 140 people enjoyed the 
meal and fellowship. Kids and adult pancake races were fun for 

all. Thank you to all the workers 
and those who donated in any way 
to make this event successful. Over 
$800 was raised 
and after 
expenses, that will 
be used to make 
the 2017 Summer 
Bluegrass Gospel 
Music Series a 
reality.  
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Augustana Church Council Minutes 
Augustana Lutheran February 19, 2019 

  
Present: Curt Johnson, Julie Donatelle, Kate Hedke, Dean 
Bergstrom, Debra Johnson, Pam Bergstrom, Tom Hodgson, David 
Ficocello, Diane Carlson, Sheri Johnson, Leah Hullinger, Pastor 
Randy  
  
Absent: Barb Landstrom  
  
Outgoing Council Members: Janice Ahneman, Bob Lundquist, 
Barb Garling -Absent: Keith Anderson  
  
President Bergstrom called the meeting to order at 5:35 p.m. A 
motion was made by Sheri Johnson and seconded by Bob 
Lundquist to approve the agenda. Motion passed.  
 A devotional based upon Romans 12:9-21 was given by Pastor 
Randy.  
  
President Bergstrom called for a motion to approve the January 
22 minutes. A motion was made by Debra Johnson and seconded 
by Julie Donatelle. Minutes were approved.  
  
Financial report was given by Bob Lundquist. Bob asked why the 
Financial Committee no longer creates the budget (2017 budget 
was created by accounting firm). It was recommended that the 
Financial Committee create the budget in the future.  
  
President Bergstrom thanked the outgoing council members, 
Janice Ahneman, Keith Anderson, Bob Lundquist and Barb 
Garling for their dedicated work as council members.  
  
Election of officers was held. The following will be serving as 2017 
Council Officers, Dean Bergstrom, President; Debra Johnson, 
Vice President; and Kate Hedke, Council Secretary.  
  
The following council members are serving as committee 
representatives: Education - Diane Carlson, Church & Society - 
Dean Bergstrom, Communications - Barb Landstrom, Outreach - 
Julie Donatelle, Congregational Care - Pam Bergstrom, Finance - 
Tom Hodgson, Stewardship - Kate Hedke, Personnel - Leah 



 

8 

Hullinger, Worship and Music - Debra Johnson, Family and Youth 
- Sheri Johnson.   
  
Discussion was held on having a mutual ministry committee again. 
A motion was made by Diane Carlson and seconded by Pam 
Bergstrom to create a Mutual Ministry Committee. Motion 
approved. A motion was made by Leah Hullinger and seconded 
by Debra Johnson to have David Ficocello serve on the Mutual 
Ministry Committee as council liaison.  
  
An orientation for the council was held by Pastor Randy. Materials 
were handed out consisting of: Church Constitution, Personnel 
and Procedures Manual, Committee descriptions, offering 
counting form, sign-up sheet for offering counters (2 months), 
Time and Talent sheets and expense forms. Pastor Randy will do 
devotions for the year at council meetings.  He also shared a 
sheet on conflict resolution and being a “Golden Rule” church, as 
well as showing a clip on “What Great Leaders Need to Do” by 
Brenden Burchard. Council members are asked to bring goals to 
the next council meeting.   
  
Thank You notes were written to outgoing council members.   
  
Upon further discussion and clarification of costs, a motion was 
made by Pam Bergstrom and seconded by Tom Hodgson to retain 
Johnson, Agen, Kupferschmidt as our accounting agent and not 
bring it in house. Motion approved.   
  
Discussion on room usage, custodial, printing and phone 
accessibility was held on housing Kinship at Augustana. A motion 
was made by Leah Hullinger to house Kinship at Augustana, with 
an agreement to be written up between Kinship and Augustana. 
Motion was seconded by David Ficocello. Motion approved.  
  
It was recommended by the council to have the monthly dollar 
amount needed to cover expenses listed in the bulletin along with 
the weekly giving. This is to help to see if we are on track 
financially.  
  
Pastor Randy handed out to council members a printed listing of 
the activities that he was involved with during the month. Council 
asked that he continue presenting his report in this format.  
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Committee reports will remain the same. Committee members will 
email their committee reports to the Council Secretary after their 
meetings. The Council Secretary will compile all committee 
reports and send to council members before their next meeting.  
  
Leah Hullinger, Personnel Committee, requested approval of 
updated changes made to the 2017 Personnel and Procedures 
Handbook. A motion was made by David Ficocello and seconded 
by Tom Hodgson. Motion approved.  
  
Next meeting date is scheduled for March 19th at 5:30 p.m.  
  
Sheri Johnson made a motion to adjourn the meeting and 
seconded by Pam Bergstrom. Motion  approved.  
  
Closed by praying the Lord’s Prayer.  
  
Respectfully submitted by Barb Garling, outgoing Council 
Secretary 
 

Bluegrass Gospel Music Comes to Augustana 
Throughout the summer months Augustana will be hosting a 
Bluegrass Music Concert Series beginning May 13 at 7:00 pm. 
The Seeger Boys of Eau Clare will kick-off the night with their old-
time bluegrass music. The band led by father, Nick, consists of 
family members who all take part in playing and singing together 
in two, three and four part harmonies family-style.  
 
The Cumberland area community is welcomed to attend this great 
musical event! Free will donation. 
 
PASSION OF JESUS CHRIST CONCERT WORLD PREMIERE 
Concordia College (Moorhead), commissioned Dr. René Clausen 
to compose a significant choral orchestral work in observation of 
the 500th anniversary of the Reformation. Hear 400 musicians tell 
the story of the Passion in the world premiere performance at 
Orchestra Hall, 7:30 p.m., April 8th. Tickets may be purchased at 
MinnesotaOrchestra.org. and range from $25.00 - $35.00. 
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Kinship At Augustana 
To Augustana Lutheran Church and Council, 
 
On behalf of the Kinship CTL Board of Directors, we would like to 
take a moment to thank you for the space that has been provided 
to Kinship of Cumberland and Turtle Lake.  The move, transition, 
and settling into our new offices has been a breeze!  We did not 
encounter too many lost hours through this move, which is great!  
Thank you Jene and Pastor Randy for your continuous help in 
answering our questions and offering your support in many ways. 
 
Thank you to everyone who has stopped in to say hi and introduce 
yourselves.  Tonya and I really appreciate the welcoming 
approach that we have felt since we moved in.  Please feel free to 
stop in to our offices at any time to say hi!  
 
If you are unaware of what Kinship CTL is and what our programs 
do for the youth ages 5-18 in Cumberland and Turtle Lake, I would 
welcome you to stop in to my office and ask any questions that 
you may have.  If I am unavailable, my new assistant, Tonya will 
try to help you and if she does not have the answer, I will get back 
to you as soon as possible. This too, may help you to better 
understand the importance of having the spacious offices and 
building space that has become available for Kinship to use. 
 
It is truly a Blessing that Augustana has been so generous to 
allow this wonderful space for not only our Kinship offices, but the 
availability to use the facility for Kinship CTL in other aspects is 
amazing!  Together we can make a difference! 
 
Thank you and God Bless~ 
 
Jonelle Gideo, Executive Director &  
Tonya Ramelfanger, Administrative Assistant 
 
RED CEDAR SYMPHONY WILL HOLD THEIR SPRING 
CONCERT Saturday, April 1st at Augustana at 7:00 p.m. Cost of 
the tickets $15.00 and students under 21 are admitted free.  
Tickets can be purchased at the door or reserved online at 
redcedarsymphony.org. Reserved tickets will be in an express 
will-call line for quick entry into the concert! 
 

http://redcedarsymphony.org/
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO… 
1 Caitlyn Weaver 
2 Mike Selle 
4 Evan Harding 
6 Tim Carlson 
 Wendy Stetler 
7 Sarah Bucher 
 Ben Jerry 
8 Jeff Hile 
9 Luke Anderson 
10 Kellsey Ruppel 
14 Karyn Hullinger 
15 Sarah Carlson Baker 
 Rick Henck 
 Randy Selle 
 Lisa Theese 
16 Pam Mysicka 
17 Roy Grewe 
22 DeLores Nickell 
23 Beverly Anderson 
25 Julie Donatelle 
 April Melichar 
26 Christina Barker 
 Dominic Ficocello 
27 Kristin Olson 
 Scott Theese 
28 Lindsey Bangsberg 
 Barb Garling 
 Marge Johnson 
 Carol Rohl 
29 Vonnie Schell 
 Brian Stevens 
30 Peggy Lloyd 
 

 
 
4 Jeff and Linda Bergstrom       
      (25th) 
14 Rick and Kim Henck 
15 Paul and Sarah Bucher 
23 Glenn and Madie Ritchie  
 (69th) 
 Chris and Kally Wagner 
25 Lee and Michelle Stokes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


