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Dear Friends in Christ, 
 
Grace and Peace be to you in the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.  Amen. 
 
Throughout this year in confirmation, we begin each session 
with the same questions.  I ask ‘How are you?’ and the 
students reply with a hearty ‘grateful’.  Then I ask ‘Who are 
you?’ They respond with ‘I am a child of God worthy of love 
and respect and God will use me to change the world.’  Then 
I ask, ’And what is my prayer?’ “That we come to believe it”, 
they respond.  This is my hope that each one of you believe 
this.  For there is no greater power than the children of God 
reaching out with God’s grace to the world.  God uses us to 
change the world. 
 
Our Lenten theme this year is Turning Point 180.  You are 
invited to think about faith and purpose as an individuals and 
as a congregation. It calls us to turn around and look outside 
of ourselves to the world God calls us to love. In our 
baptismal service, we light a candle representing the light of 
Christ that burns in us and we are told to let our light shine. 
‘You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be 
hidden. No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel 
basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the 
house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, so 
that they may see your good works and give glory to your 
Father in heaven.’ 
                                                                                                              
Matthew 5:14-15 
 
In Christ, 
Pastor Randy 
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Church In Society, 
Celebrate Jesus, Live the Love 

TAKE CARE 
In Jimmy Fallon’s first monologue as host of NBC’s The Tonight 
Show, he expressed thanks to all past hosts. On an occasion 
when he might have said, “And now this stage is mine!” or “I’m 
delighted to be counted among such greats,” instead he stated 
with deep humility, “I just want to do the best I can and take care 
of this show for a while.” 
 
Take care of. That’s language not of ownership but of 
stewardship. That’s the language of Genesis 2:15 (NIV) — “The 
LORD God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to 
work it and take care of it.”  
 
What have we been called to “take care of for a little while”? The 
earth, surely. Perhaps a congregation, a business, a neighbor in 
need, a volunteer or an employee. A child, who may need less 
care — or different forms of it — as time goes on. We don’t own 
these people and things. God invites us to be stewards of them, to 
care for them, to use wisely and value these precious gifts … and 
someday, to pass them on to others. 
 
    From The Newsletter Newsletter 
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Packer-Viking Challenge 

A challenge was made in December that if the 
congregation would donate $500.00 and 500 pounds of 
food to the Cumberland Food Pantry, Pastor Randy 
(Viking Fan) and Council President Dean Bergstrom (Packer Fan) 
would wear the opposite jersey on Sundays during January. 
 

Challenge Met 

Thanks to everyone who helped make 
our Packer/Viking challenge a big 
success! We raised $575.00 and 
collected 325 pounds of food (which is 
a lot of food)! Pastor Randy and Dean 
are shown above with Carol Wallin and 
Cindi Schell at the Food Pantry 
receiving the donation. Pastor Randy 
and Dean are wearing the opposite 
team’s jersey. They also have been 

seen Sunday at church with Pastor wearing a Packer jersey and 
Dean wearing a Viking jersey. I believe they will both be happy 
when February arrives.Again, Thank You for your donations.  
Celebrate Jesus! Live the Love!  
 

THE COST OF HIDING OUR LIGHT 
A Los Angeles restaurant owner recently discovered that a neon 
light had been covered—without being disconnected first—during 
a construction project 77 years prior. The calculated electricity 
cost to run the hidden light all that time was $17,000! 
 
People don’t intentionally hide light; that would be counter-
productive, not to mention wasteful. Yet when we shrink back from 
sharing Jesus’ good news, we do indeed hide “the light of the 
world” (Matthew 5:14) that is in us. When we’re too modest to use 
God-given talents such as singing, playing piano or reading to 
bring others joy, we hide our light. When we put our own wants 
Ahead of meeting someone else’s needs through giving and 
serving, we hide the light of God’s love. And at what cost? 
 
“Let your light shine before others,” Jesus says, “that they may 
see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven” (verse 
16).                                      From The Newsletter Newsletter 
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1 Todd Ahneman 
2 Alice Matthys 
3 Casey Sutherland 
4 Fran Chubb 
5 Bennett Moravitz  
 Jake Neurer 
 Mervin Olson 
 Marty Voshell 
6 Cathy Koser 
7 Nikki Malone 
 Susan Moravitz 
8 Ryan Craine 
 James Koser 
 Lorraine Neurer 
10 Nicholas Stevens 
12 Carly Friess 
 Mackenzie Johnson 
 Cameryn Moravitz 
 Doris Thompson 
13 Colleen Erb 
14 Betty Anderson 
17 Brady Paffel 
18 Keith Anderson 
 ArDella Witkowski 
19 Kathy Kreger 
20 Reid Olson 
23 Colin Elfers 
 Joshua Weaver 
24 Mary Farley 
 Meagen Koser 
 Randi Nelson 
25 Don Phernetton 
27 Craig Friess 
28 Katie Garling 
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Gary and Marge Bergmann 
Susie Caughey and  
Tom Schaffer 
15   
James and Cathy Koser 
25   
Todd and Janice Ahneman 
Carol and George Leopold    
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PANCAKE DAY? 
You might think Christmas is barely over, but brace yourself as 
Pancake Day/Shrove Tuesday/Fat Tuesday is just around the 
corner! 
 
Pancake Day/Shrove Tuesday/Fat Tuesday occurs the Tuesday 
before Ash Wednesday. The name “Shrove Tuesday” is derived 
from the word “shrive”, which means to confess and receive 
absolution. The term “Mardi Gras” is French for “Fat Tuesday”, 
referring to the practice of the last night of eating richer, fatty foods 
before the ritual fasting of the Lenten season. 
 
Why Celebrate Shrove Tuesday (Pancake Day)? 
One of the main reasons is that it comes from the Christian 
tradition of giving up certain foods for Lent. Shrove Tuesday 
originated in the Middle Ages. Food items like meats, fats, eggs, 
milk and fish were regarded as restricted during Lent. To keep 
such food from being wasted, many families would have big feasts 
on Shrove Tuesday to consume those items that would inevitably 
become spoiled during the next forty days.  So by making 
pancakes with milk, eggs and sugar the day before Ash 
Wednesday, people could use up the last of their rich ingredients 
before they started fasting. The four ingredients in pancakes are 
also said to symbolize the four significant parts of Easter and 
spring, with eggs meaning creation, flour being the staff of life, salt 
for wholesomeness and milk to symbolize purity. 
 

Augustana Celebrates Pancake Day! 
The Public is invited To… 

First Annual Pancake Supper 
Tuesday, February 28 
Serving 4:30-7:00 p.m. 

All-U-Can Eat 
Pancakes, sausage, apple sauce 

Proceeds to benefit the Blue Grass Gospel Concert Series 
Summer 2017 

Sponsored by Augustana Lutheran Church 
 
 
 


