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ANNUAL CELEBRATION 
NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING 

The annual meeting of Augustana Lutheran Church will be held on 
Sunday, January 29th at 10:15 a.m. 
in the Great Hall.   

The agenda includes:  
Approval of the Budget for 2017 

Election of Officers  
Reports of the Committees. 

 
All confirmed members are encouraged to attend the meeting. 
 

There will be one service at 9:00 a.m. 
Pot-luck meal will follow the meeting 
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Dear friends in Christ, 
 
Grace and peace be to you in the name of Jesus. 
 
Happy New Year!!  Blessings be to you as the year begins.  I try to look 
to the New Year as an opportunity to set goals and maybe some 
resolutions.  It seems that with each New Year we are given the 
opportunity to begin fresh (and it’s not below zero this year for a 
change.)   I look forward with excitement for the mission and life we will 
share together this year.   
 
I am also reminded of another reality.  This is also one of the darkest 
times of the year.   We experience a great deal of darkness during the 
24 hour period we call a day.  I am reminded by the news and social 
media that darkness takes many forms. We hear of racial issues, terror 
threats, school shootings, homelessness, the hungry, and so much 
more.  The product of these news reports can be fear and despair.  I 
think of this darkness and the need to have a light shine so I can see the 
way to go.  Perhaps that’s why we put lights on our homes and trees 
this time of year.  Perhaps that’s why we light candles in our homes and 
places of worship.  I am reminded that the light of hope, grace, and 
peace has come into the world and continues to break into the darkness 
of our lives.  We read in John 1:9, The true light, which enlightens 
everyone, was coming into the world. How do we experience this light?  
Maybe it comes through the songs of the season or the gentle caring of 
a friend when they see you hurting.  Maybe it comes through signs of 
human kindness in the midst of our busy lives or the stories of 
communities responding to needs both near and far away.   
 
And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us…full of grace and 
truth. John 1:14.   
 
Each week, we are invited to gather and to hear once again the story of 
how God breaks into our world by being born and named Immanuel 
which means, God with us. 
May you experience the light of Christ in your lives and may the light of 
Christ shine through you. 
 
God’s Peace 
Pastor Randy Skow-Anderson 
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Augustana Church Council Meeting 
Pastor Randy’s House 
December 18th, 2016 

 
Present: Debra Johnson, Janice Ahneman, Leah Hullinger, Barb 
Landstrom, Bob Lundquist, Kate Hedke, Pam Bergstrom, Dean 
Bergstrom, Julie Donatelle, Barb Garling, Pastor Randy 
 
Absent: Sheri Johnson, Keith Anderson 
 
Meeting was called to order by President Dean Bergstrom at 5:45 
p.m.  Julie Donatelle made a motion to approve the December 
meeting agenda and was seconded by Debra Johnson. Agenda 
was approved. 
 
A devotional reading was given by Julie Donatelle. 
 
President Bergstrom called for approval of the November 27th 
minutes. Leah Hullinger asked for her vote on the purchase of the 
organ be noted as abstaining. Correction was noted. Janice 
Ahneman made a motion to approve, Pam Bergstrom seconded. 
November 27th minutes were approved. 
 
Bob Lundquist gave the financial report.  
 
Thank You notes were shared from Autumn Donatelle for 
confirmation gift, Lutheran World Relief for money gift of $337.05 
from the noisy offerings and the backpack program from 
Cumberland School District.  Thank You’s were signed for Brad 
Novak for putting up the Christmas trees and Jill Molls for directing 
this year’s children Christmas program. 
 
Leah Hullinger and Pastor Randy shared an update from the 
Dream Team meetings.  
 
2017 budget was discussed. A draft copy of the narrative budget 
was shared. Bob Lundquist asked that the latest proposed budget 
be published in the annual meeting report. 
 
Pastor reported that he has been preparing for the upcoming 
Christmas services.  
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President Bergstrom asked for any committee reports. Janice 
Ahneman, Music and Worship Committee, shared that the organ 
and pianos were being tuned, looking for more people to help with 
the altar guild and reported from Stewardship Committee that 
2017 offering envelopes were being distributed to those 
requesting them. Debra Johnson, Property Committee, shared 
that a structural engineer had toured the sanctuary area and is 
waiting for his proposal to be returned. 
 
Next meeting will be held at 5:30 p.m. on January 22nd at the 
church. January devotions will be given by Sheri Johnson; Sheri 
Johnson and Barb Landstrom are January counters. 
 
Julie Donatelle made a motion to adjourn the meeting and 
seconded by Barb Landstrom. Motion was approved. Closed by 
praying the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
Respectfully Submitted 
Barb Garling 
Council Secretary 

 
 

************************* 
THANK YOU TO JILL MOLLS for coordinating the Sunday 
School program and to all of the teachers for their help!! 
 
 
THANKS TO ALL WHO DONATED so generously to Project 
Santa this year. We served 80 families (over 200 children) which 
was a record number of families who needed help to make 
Christmas brighter for their children. The response from 
Augustana from Augustana was the best we have ever had. 
Thank you for caring and for your support. 

 
THANK YOU TO ALL THE VOLUNTEERS who willingly served in 
all areas of worship and helped for funerals during the time that I 
did scheduling. I am no longer doing this, but want you to know 
how much I appreciated your help. 
 
Jan Schweiger 
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Church In Society, 
Celebrate Jesus, Live the Love 

 
The following letters were received from the Missionaries that 
Augustana is sponsoring. 
 
Hi Carol! 
Sorry that I wasn't able to get back to you very quickly. I've been 
having some issues with Gmail in Madagascar. 
 
How wonderful that you get to be in Arizona! Though as someone 
who is also experiencing a lot of heat, I really miss the snow! 
 
Things are going very well in Diego (my host community), and it 
really has begun to feel like home. I am currently on Christmas 
break from teaching, but when I actually am in the classroom I 
teach 4 classes and observe another. I teach at the Antsiranana 
Synod Offices, the Lutheran Clinic (called SALFA) and the 
Lutheran School for the Deaf (called Sefama). I live in my own 
cozy, studio apartment which has views of the ocean from the 
front window. My host parents are the Bishop of the Antsiranana 
Synod and his wife, who is a Theologian, which is the highest 
degree a woman can earn from the Malagasy Lutheran Church. 
 
So far I have traveled to the towns of Antananarivo (the capital 
city), Antsirabe (for Malagasy language classes) and Andasibe, 
where our group spent our first retreat hiking in Andasibe National 
Park and saw 7 species of lemurs! Next week I will travel to the 
city of Manakara, which is south east of Antananarivo, and will 
spend New Years there with the other volunteers. I am very 
excited to visit the beaches there since the water isn't clean 
enough to swim in in Diego! 
 
Let me know if you have any other questions! 
 
God's Peace and Merry Christmas! 
In Christ, 
Britta Moen 
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Dear Sponsoring Congregations and Friends, 
 
Thanks for your kind support to our ministry! Tis the season of 
Advent - a restless season, as students hurry to finish their work 
before the semester's end. Some of our students are lucky 
enough to be able to fly home... most of the Southeast Asian 
students will stay in Hong Kong, however. Like us, they are far 
from their family members. So we find ways of being family 
together... and look forward to reunions to come in 2017! 
 
Whether you are near or far from your own family members, we 
wish you the sweet joy of trusting in the new and eternal family 
bonds brought to all of us through God's baby son in the manger.  
American, Chinese, Malaysian, Laotian, Burmese, Finnish, 
German, Vietnamese - whatever your language, colour or tribe, 
we have a new kinship through the love we share, of the 
Christmas child. Merry Christmas! Blessed New Year! 
 
Christa and Wayne 
 
In the December Newsletter it was reported that the noisy offering 
for December will go towards the purchase of shares in a water 
well. The cost of one share is $250.00. Augustana's Church in 
Society has set a goal of at least one water well share. Wouldn't 
it be great if we could do two shares? 
 
Great news!!!  Augustana raised enough money to purchase ONE 
WHOLE WELL! Thank you very much to everyone who donated 
to the well project. What an amazing gift!! 
 
Carol Halverson 
Church In Society 
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1 Cheri Bents 
 Merleen Bergmann 
 Cole Catlin  
 Diana Ostness 
 Darlene Paffel 
3 Janet Neff 
4 Doris Rydberg 
5 Ella Erickson 
 Luke Erickson 
6 Linda Bergstrom 
7 Shanna Frasier 
 Ann Kysely 
 Tom Lingen 
8 Lee Weaver 
9 Mason Moravitz 
 Ben Stevens 
10 Wendi Bruns 
 Gina Grewe 
 Shayna Nickell 
11 Phil Anderson 
 Karen Meade 
 Walter Shafer 
12 Jack Stetler 
 Jacob Weaver 
13 Ely Barker 
 Trevor Bergstrom 
 David Johnson 
14 Linda Anderson 
15 Jaidan Nugent 
16 Katie Malone 
 
 
 

 
 
17 Olivia Annis 
 Josh Burling 
 Carley Green 
 Connie Lussier 
19 Janice Ahneman 
 Tyler Lloyd 
20 Robbie Barker 
 Cylus Hoisington 
 Tanner Johnson  
 Allan Siemers 
21 Rebecca Erickson 
26 Kirsten Sandman 
 Tom Toftness 
27 Jill Molls 
 Roxanne Nelson 
 Blaine Stetler 
 Emma Stokes 
 Erin Stokes 
28 Scott Girard 
29 Chris Hopkins-Hile 
 Ezekiel Hoisington  
 Augustus Kroells 
30 Sarah Jergenson 
31 Randy Barker 
 Kahlen Donatell 
 Diana Ficocello 
 Anna Hanson 
 Mitchell Hanson 
  
 

 
14 Scott 
and Lisa 
Theese 
20 Bob and 
Darlene 
Paffel 
 

 

 


