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FROM THE PASTOR 
Dear friends in Christ, 

Grace and peace to you in the name of Jesus.  Amen. 

2 Corinthians 9:6-8 
6 The point is this: the one who sows sparingly will also reap 
sparingly, and the one who sows bountifully will also reap 
bountifully. 7Each of you must give as you have made up your 
mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a 
cheerful giver. 8And God is able to provide you with every blessing 
in abundance, so that by always having enough of everything, you 
may share abundantly in every good work.  

 

This the time of year the farm kid in me comes out.  Watching the 

harvest is always exciting.  The tiny seed is placed in the soil and 

left there to grow and multiply.  We weed and fertilize but we don’t 

cause the seed to sprout and grow to maturity.  That is the 

wonderful work of God.  For this, I am grateful.  I am grateful not 

only for the harvest but for how gracious God is.  So I say thank 

you God and ask God to give me a generous heart.  This is part of 

being faithful.  The goal of faithfulness is not that we will do work 

for God but that God will be free to do God’s work through us.   

Our purpose within God’s mission plays out through the ministry 

we do individually each and every day and in the ministry we do 

together as a community of faith.  So as we think of our own 

giving, take a moment and give thanks to our generous God the 

giver of all good things. 

Thank you for your partnership in ministry here at Augustana. 

 

Pastor Randy 
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COMING EVENTS 
 
WOMEN’S RETREAT “Making Crosses” 
At Luther Point Bible Camp on Friday night and Saturday, 
November 20-21 with Pastor Laurie Skow-Anderson  
 
This Bible Study on the Cross has an arts and crafts element. 
Bring from home a few items of deep meaning for you. It can be a 
photo or two, a piece of cloth, jewelry, music, ribbon, tags, button, 
that represent the best and the worst days of your life. You may 
also bring two cross pieces of meaningful material that will form 
the horizontal and vertical parts of the cross. Or you can use 
sticks found at camp. The pieces will be woven together to form a 
cross and share the story of our lives through the lens of Christ’s 
cross. Women of all ages are invited to attend (while the men 
hunt). Child care will be provided.  
Please sign up on the sheet by the church office. 
 
CALLING ALL BAKERS…Young and Young at heart, men & 
women! It’s almost time to roll up our sleeves and begin our 
special afternoon of baking. Sunday afternoon, November 29 from 
12:30-4pm, we’ll be baking cookies, sandbakkels and rosettes. 
Bring your tins, irons and deep fryers if you have them. We need 
help to be ready for the GREAT CHRISTMAS COOKIE & 
HOLIDAY TREATS SALE on Saturday, December 5. Come for an 
hour or an entire afternoon. 
 
THE GREAT CHRISTMAS COOKIE & HOLIDAY TREATS SALE 
2015! Everyone in the congregation who is able is asked to 
provide (5) dozen or more Christmas cookies, (3) pounds of 
homemade candy, (4) small loaves of quick bread (pumpkin 
bread, cranberry bread, banana bread, etc.) or other holiday treats 
for Augustana’s GREAT CHRISTMAS COOKIE & HOLIDAY 
TREATS SALE, Saturday, December 5. We want to provide lots 
of Christmas goodies for all our friends in our congregation and 
Cumberland community who look forward to purchasing our 
baking. Bring your baked goods to the Great Hall Friday morning, 
December 4. Please package your cookies one dozen per plate. 
We will be selling per plate instead of per pound this year. 
Proceeds from the Cookie Walk benefit Augustana ministries. The 
2014 funds were used to purchase banners for the Great Hall. 
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CHRISTMAS CLOSET IS RETURNING…For those of you who 
may have gently used ornaments, wall hangings, dishes, lights, 
trees and more, bring them to church for Augustana’s Christmas 
Closet Sale, Saturday, December 5 in conjunction with the 
GREAT CHRISTMAS COOKIE SALE. Items can be brought to 
the church anytime after November 15 and placed in rooms 1-3. 
Proceeds from this year’s Christmas Closet Sale will be used 
towards the purchase of altar and communion ware. For more 
information contact Carol Wallin, 715-822-2342. 
 
NEW! FAMILY ADVENT RETREAT at Luther 
Point Friday – Sunday, December 11-13, 2015              
Pastors Randy and Laurie will be the leaders. 
Family units* of all sizes and ages are invited 
to this fun and interactive cross-generational 
event. Together we will Focus on the real 
meaning of Christmas and enjoy some winter 
fun together at the Bible Camp in the winter.  
We have special candlelight advent worship, 
interactive Bible study, skits,  inside and outside 
games, crafts,  music, and the premiere of the first ever Wild, Wild 
West Christmas pageant.   Child Care will be provided for part of 
the retreat. Scholarships available.  
*Family units can consist of one or many more individuals. 
Families units can vary in age from 0 to 90+ 
 

 

STEWARDSHIP 
MESSAGE 

 
CONSECRATION 
SUNDAY IS SUNDAY, 
NOVEMBER 1.  
You have received 

information about our fall stewardship program.  
 
Please fill out the commitment sheet and return it on November 1st 
or return it to the office as soon as possible.  
 
There will be a pot-luck brunch between services on November 1st 
in celebration of Consecration Sunday.  Bring fruit, rolls, an egg 
bake or any other brunch food you like and enjoy brunch and 
fellowship with your Augustana family.  See you there!  
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CHURCH IN SOCIETY               
Celebrate Jesus Live the Love 
Church in Society 
 
September’s noisy offering was for a fund that the Cumberland 
Elementary School has from which they buy supplies for children 
who are in need and also possibly winter jackets and boots for 
those who need them. September's total was $427.07. 
 
Big THANK YOU'S are due. 
 
Augustana's Quilting ladies sent 244 quilts to Lutheran World 
Relief. On Dedication Sunday the quilts made the church look very 
festive. Thank you for all your hard work. 
 
Augustana and First Lutheran congregations generously donated 
many school supplies. 56 school kits were filled and sent to 
Lutheran World Relief. On God's Work Our Hands Sunday, 
children from both congregations helped assemble all the 
materials. Evelyn Brown and Jan Schweiger made 90 some bags 
so we will have bags to fill next year also. Thank you for your gifts. 
Children around the world who are in refugee camps will have a 
new school bag to start a new school. 
 
November's noisy offering will be for Lutheran Campus Ministry.  
We are a church that is energized by lively engagement in our 
faith and life. The mission of campus ministry in the ELCA is to 
invite people in academic settings to engage more deeply with the 
teachings of Jesus Christ and the community that bears his name, 
so that they can discover and fulfill their vocation as disciples.  
 
ELCA campus ministry is a Lutheran ministry for students, faculty, 
staff and others on campus, not just a ministry for Lutherans. It 
provides an ELCA presence at more than 180 state and private 
colleges and universities with cooperating congregations in 
campus ministry at an additional 400 campuses nationwide.  
 
Drawing on the Scriptures and the Lutheran Confessions, campus 
ministry bears witness to God’s amazing grace within the context 
of higher education. Sensitive to the pastoral needs of those on 
campus and engaged in the intellectual discourse of the 
university, campus ministry strives to communicate the gospel in 
fresh ways.  
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Through worship, study, fellowship and service, members of the 
academic community taste the fullness of God’s grace. As 
expansive as Christ’s love, campus ministry reaches out to all who 
teach and learn, inviting them to experience the challenge of 
following Jesus.  
 
Within the Northwest Synod of Wisconsin we have several 
Lutheran Campus ministries. There are ministries at UW-Stout, 
UW-River Falls, and a congregation at UW-Eau Claire. 
 

******************* 
MISSION OF THE MONTH IN OCTOBER was Cumberland 
Healthcare HEALING CENTER (Oncology and Wound Care) 
Comfort blankets for people receiving Cancer Treatments were 
given from the donations.  
Donations to Noisy Offering for October were over $500.00 
Confirmation students went to see the Healing Center and then 
tied the blankets. 
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Our sponsored Young Adult In Global Mission, Brynn Wiessner 
has arrived in Madagascar. If you would like to follow her year of 
service there go to her blog site: 
brynnwiessner.worldpress.com. 
 
 
Church In Society 
Carol Halverson 
 
A letter from Brynn follows: 
 
Fiangonana 
Loterana 
Malagasy, 
Synodam-
Paritany 
Toamasina 
Malagasy 
Lutheran 
Church, 
Toamasina 
Synod 
Assembly.  
24-27 
Septambra, 
2015 
 
Fianakaviana 
Means Family. 
Upon arriving to my site placement in Toamasina, I had the unique 
experience to travel right away to the synod assembly in 
Fenoarive Astinanana. The church I will be volunteering at here in 
Toamasina is a part of this synod; in fact, the family I will be 
sharing meals with is the synod president and his wife. It was a 
few hours ride north on the taxi-brousse from Toamasina to 
Fenoarive, and we left in the early morning, maybe 4:00 a.m. or 
so. My new site supervisor, Lydia, and I rode together through the 
dark morning, and into the rain as dawn approached. Lydia and 
her daughter had picked me up at the taxi brousse station two 
days earlier and were the first to welcome me to Toamasina. She 
and her husband work at the Deaf School that I will also be 
volunteering at in Toamasina. Her family has already welcomed 
me warmly and for that I am very grateful. 

http://brynnwiessner.worldpress.com/
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It was a great experience to 
be present at the synod 
assembly. I was a bit 
overwhelmed, but in a good 
way. I was mostly just very 
happy to meet so many 
pastors and members of 
various churches. Many, 
many people came up to me 
and expressed an interest in 
learning English. They were 
all eager to begin lessons, 
though I still am working on 
arranging my schedule as I 
try to figure out what life will 
look like here in Toamasina. 
During the church services 
throughout the weekend I sat 

with Lydia, and she translated much of what was happening to 
me. However, church services here in the Malagasy Lutheran 
Church are long; it’s not uncommon for them to last three or four 
hours, and so there were still times when I was lost or unsure of 
what was happening. As I sat there on the narrow wooden bench 
in church, (made for people generally a bit smaller than me!) it 
was okay that I didn’t always know what was going on or what 
people were saying. Because I knew I was surrounded by a cloud 
of witnesses. I was surrounded by many caring and faithful 
people. 
And because, I realized, I have a new family. 
 
How do I keep getting so lucky to be a part of so many wonderful 
families? — As I think about my life I picture the many families 
who have helped bring me to this place, and have helped shape 
who I am. First of all there is my immediate family, including my 
loving and supportive parents, my sister, my brothers—and this 
also reaches out to my extended family in which I have many 
aunts, uncles, cousins and grandparents who have also supported 
and encouraged me from a young age. 
And that isn’t all—there comes my circles of friends, from high 
school and growing up and camp, my friends and faith community 
in college, my faith community at Memorial, my community and 
neighbors in Afton, to the awesome interns I lived with in New 
York, to the roller derby team I skated with, to those crazy 
naturalists and staff I worked with at Eagle Bluff. And finally, there 
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comes my YAGM family, those all over the world and those here 
in Madagascar who also walk alongside me this year. 
And now I am a part of Lydia’s family, the synod President’s 
family, and the larger family of the church in Toamasina as well as 
the greater synod. I have already been told I am like a daughter to 
the President’s family. 
 
Wow. My heart keeps expanding and all I can do is give thanks to 
God for all the amazing people I have had the opportunity to know 
in this life. 
 
The last day of the assembly there was a procession into the 
church. It was a special day because during the service would be 
the ordination of many new pastors. It was also a gray morning, 
raining on and off. Everyone huddled under the thatched roof of 
the school buildings down the street as we waited to line up. As a 
break in the rain came we began to form our line and walk down 
the streets, singing as we went. I was aware that I must have 
looked very strange to anyone watching this procession. The tall 
lady with light skin –the only ‘vazaha’ —as I am often called here, 
meaning foreigner, in the midst of many Malagasy brothers and 
sisters… 
But, for the moment anyway, this doesn’t bother me as I am 
simply swept along with the rest of the procession. Along the sea 
we walk, and I gaze at the beauty of the crashing gray waves. I 
watch the palm trees that blow in the wind all along the shoreline. 
Malagasy hymns fill my ears and the gray ocean fills my eyes. 
Peace has met me here. Though I don’t know the words, I hum 
along. 
 
I am happy to join in with this family of faithful people. 
“So in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith, for all 
of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with 
Christ. There is neither Jew nor Gentile, slave nor free, nor is 
there male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.” 
Galatians 3:26-28 
 
 
Carol Halverson 
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Augustana Church Council Meeting Agenda  
Sunday, September 27, 2015, 5:00 p.m.  

Keith and Bev Anderson's place 
 

1.  Call to order: Dave Evenson 

2. Approval of agenda : Motion by Pam Bergstrom, 2nd by  
            Debb Hallingstad 

3. Bible Study: Dave Evenson: Our heart reflects our faith. 

4. Thank Yous none submitted but thank you to Keith   
            Anderson and his wife, Beverly, for our wonderful meal    
            and hosting the council tonight. 

5. Approval of minutes: Motion by Dean Bergstrom, 2nd  by   
           Greg Chafer 

6. New Business 
a. Discuss bylaw change to nominate committee members:  
            Dave Evenson will look at the bylaws regarding rotational    
           commitment on committees, options are 2-3 years  
           commitment. We will discuss at next month’s meeting. 
b. Music Program applicants- hiring process: deadline for  
            submissions of resumes was 09/25, 2 resumes have been   
            submitted, interviews will be held by next month’s meeting  
            after looking at the interview process. 
c. Endowment fund- next steps: Resolution made to approve  
            Connie Harding and Carol Wallin as treasurers for the fund  
             motion by Keith Johnson, 2nd by Barb Garling. 
d. Long Range Facility Plan- next steps: tabled until next  
            month. 
e. Committees begin thinking about 2016 budget: long  
            discussion on insurance coverages, will continue after  
            looking into options after webinar on insurance options, we  
            will continue discussions at October meeting. 

7.  Reports  
a. Finance/Treasurer: Reserve fund combined. Millie Carlson  
            investments for returns and presently working on the   
            budget. 
b. Pastor Randy: Confirmation and Sunday school up and  
            running, God’s Work Our Hands was a huge success.  
 
 
     Pastor’s Sabbath will now be Fridays so he can attend to family    
     functions. Pastor’s Conference on Tuesday morning and Men’s  
     study at Peter & Annie’s at 7:00 a.m. 
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c. Committees 
i.Christian Education: Bibles will be handed out October 4th for K-3rd 
grade, Sunday school and confirmation and Library annual report 
is completed. 

ii.Church in Society: Blankets for Oncology patients will be from 
noisy offering, working on goats for missions. 

iii.Communications: looking into radio advertising.  
iv.Congregational Care: schedule for kitchen is being worked on. 
v.Personnel: already discussed as to music.  
vi.Property: October workday planned. 
vii.Outreach: God’s work our hands a success. 
viii.Stewardship: drive this fall for stewardship, speakers, 

consecration Sunday, November 1st  
ix.Worship and Music: fill open positions, pianos being tuned, 

questionable electronic organ which cost ~$45,000. 
x.Youth and Family: Confirmation banquet October 21st, Pastor is 

meeting with leaders for HEY 

8. Adjourn and prayer: motion by Dean Bergstrom, 2nd by 
Keith Johnson. 

Reminders  
October Devotions: Travis Erickson 

October Offering Counters: Julie Donatelle & Barb Garling 
Next meeting:  October 25, 6:00 PM 

 
 
 

Benefit for Jen Flottum 
Free Will Donation 

Italian Dinner 
And  

Silent Auction 
4:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. 

Saturday, November 7th 
At First Lutheran Church 
Cumberland Wisconsin 
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Community Thanksgiving Worship Service 
Wednesday, November 25 

7:00 p.m. 
At First Lutheran Church 

 
Coffee and Fellowship following the service 
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Join us for Wednesday School 
Each Wednesday 

In the Church Library 
From 5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. 

Three-year-olds through 4th Grade 
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Happy Birthday to…
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2 Sean Annis 
 George Leopold 
 Ashley Neva 
3 Patrick Neva 
4 Jonathan Brown 
 Bobby Malone 
 Betty Nyseth 
5 Larry Anderson 
 Don Donatell 
 Jesse Garling 
 Kylah Gosda 
 Megan Harding 
 Edna Hines 
 Carol Leopold 
9 Josh Laursen 
 Anne Proescholdt 
10 Jordan Malone 
 Gary Nyseth 
 Elaine Warwick 
11 Jaclyn Grinage 
12 Alan Carlson 
 Roy Green 
 Laura Hecht 
 Todd Sandman 
13 Kelly Garling 
 Shannon Johnson 
15 Dylan Barker 
 Tatum Hedke 
 Jeff Walters 
16 Ruth Shoemaker 
17 Cole Donatell 
18 Herb Blaser 

20 Cody Baker 
 John Hall 
21 Pam Bergstrom 
 Autumn Donatell 
 Alyx Feidt 
 Candace Jacobs 
22 Cori Hallgren 
25 Marshall Baker 
 Courtney Lussier 
27 Suzanne Perkins 
 
29 Nicole Donatell 
 Cora Grunseth 
 Gary Lundquist 
 Terri Ruppel 
 Greg Taft 
30 Tim Jergenson 
 

 
Happy Anniversary 
to… 
4 Lloyd and Jackie Berg 
8 Carroll and Vonnie Schell 
12 Butch and Val Sutherland 
16 Bob and Fran Chubb 
18 Todd and Kirsten  
 Sandman (20) 
22 Gary Johnson and Liz  
 Alberg 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



15 

 
Is Wednesday, November 11, 2015 

***************** 
 

Salute to the Veterans 
Join the Library as we salute the veterans with  

V. Gordon Greener, World War II Veteran 
Monday, November 16 at 12:00 noon  
at Thomas St. Angelo Public Library 

 
To reserve your seat,  

Please phone the library at 715-822-2767 
or stop in person or e-mail the library at 

cupl@cumberlandpl.org 
The Friends of the Library will provide a sandwich, chips, 

and beverage for a goodwill donation.  

 
 

mailto:cupl@cumberlandpl.org

