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FROM THE PASTOR… 
 
Dear friends in Christ, 
Grace and peace to you in the name of Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
 So, what are your spiritual gifts?  Do you know you have spiritual gifts?   
 
“God has given each Christian two vitally important gifts.  The first is the gift of faith in Jesus Christ, his work 
and redemption, and  thus  forgiveness of sin.  The second is the gift of one or more special abilities, which are 
to be used for the purpose of unifying the body of Christ and for the growth of God’s Kingdom.  These abilities 
are called spiritual gifts and they are received through our baptism.” 
(from  Discover your Spiritual Gift workshop at Walking together 2015) 
 
Like other presents, it is impossible to fully appreciate and made use of our spiritual gifts until they have been 
opened. The gifts identified in scripture are many.  They include administration, artistry, discernment, 
evangelism, giving, hospitality, intercession, knowledge, leadership,  mercy, music, pastoring, service, skilled 
craft, teaching, wisdom, and writing to name a few.  Do you see any of these in yourself?  How might they 
serve the community?  How might they be used to unify us in our faith and to produce growth within the 
church?    
 
“For as in one body we have many members, and not all the members have the same function, so we, who are 
many, ore one body in Christ, and individualy we are members one of another.  We have gifts that differ 
according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in 
teaching; the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in 
cheerfulness”  Romans 12:4-8 
 
Pray for discernment, discovery, and guidance. 
In Christ, 
Pastor Randy  
 
 

Stewardship Message May 2015 
The world and everything and everyone in it belong to God.  We are stewards of his creation.  God is generous 
and wants us to be generous also.  We are to give to God first and give in proportion to what we are given.  
Giving is good for us. 
Giving is an act of worship.  Give regularly and worship regularly.  When you receive income whether it be 
weekly, bi-weekly, monthly, etc. give a portion first to God.  This is called often referred to as “First Fruits” 
giving.  Everyone who has income, young and old, rich and poor and everyone in between, is directed to do 
this.  Teach your children to give a portion of their allowances and encourage your teens to give a portion of 
their pay when they begin to work. 
Give with a cheerful and thankful heart for God loves a cheerful giver.  II Corinthians 9:7.  Give out of 
thankfulness for that which God has given you. 
Give wisely.  Be a wise steward of the assets God has given you.  Give to a church or organization that is 
faithful to the preaching of God’s word.  Many will appeal to you for money in God’s name so be cautious.   
Check out a charity before giving.  Charity Watch is a non-profit organization that rates various charities with 
grades from A to F.  A copy of its quarterly publication can be found in our church library. 
 

Mission of the Month – Luther Point Bible Camp 
We will be focusing on one of our partner ministries each month to help us learn how we work together to 
further God’s work .  This month we will be focusing on Luther Point, our bible camp.  Luther Point continues to 
be a vital part of the faith formation of our young people helping them to love Jesus and each other.   
Each Sunday we will be collecting a noisy offering during the celebration time.  All that is collected in the month 
of June will go to Luther Point to help support its ministry.  
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Church in Society News 
Thank you! Thank you! Thank you! 
The Church In Society Committee thanks you for your generous donations of checks and coins for the Pink Pig 
campaign for Malawi and ELCA World Hunger. Augustana collected $885.26. 
Hunger is ever present in the world. 
 
MANY MORE THANKS 
Take time to view the Thank You Bulletin Board outside the library. On that bulletin board you will find letters 
from the various organizations that Augustana gave funds to in 2014 and 2015.  We are "Living the Love."   We 
have much to give thanks for. 
 
Continue to LIVE THE LOVE! 
Carol Halverson 
Church In Society 
 
NEWS FROM OUR MISSIONARIES 
Dear Friends in Christ, 
Happy Season of Easter! Here in Hong Kong the flowers are blooming, the students are getting ready for final 
exams and papers, the weather is starting to get muggy again and... I had the great displeasure of seeing my 
first snake of the season in our yard yesterday. Yikes! All kinds of things to keep us hopping here in Hong 
Kong!  :)   
 
We would love to hear from you. Thanks for your prayers, interest, and financial support for our ministry of 
mission accompaniment, outreach, and (hopefully!!!) service enhancement! 
 
Please see their latest newsletter on the “Missionary” Bulletin board outside the library. 
 
Yours in Christ's amazing grace and love, 
 
Pastors Christa & Wayne 
 
 
 
 
 
Hello family and friends, 
 
Please find attached my fourth newsletter. Life continues here in the mountains of Mexico. I have a few months 
left of service and I am simultaneously looking forward to the comfort of home and dreading the pending good-
byes. Unfortunately, many acquaintances here and myself have come down with stomach problems due to the 
heat and humidity which causes food to spoil quickly. 
 
In other news, my parents came to visit me in March which was definitely good for the spirit. They were able to 
see four out of the five towns/cities where I and my fellow YAGM Mexico are placed. This allowed them to 
appreciate how within one country we are each living a different experience. 
 
I hope you enjoy this newsletter. I would love any feedback!  
 
Peace, 
 
Avery 
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CREATING A SOCIAL NETWORK  

The importance of celebration  
 
Greetings from Cuetzalan, Mexico! The weather has certainly changed here with April bringing in the heat. This 
past week temperatures were in the mid 90’s and topped out at over 100°F. (Try managing that with no air 
conditioning and no fans.) This warm weather has brought out the creepy-crawlies: cockroaches, mosquitos, 
spiders (had a tarantula chilling in my room for a couple of nights), lizards and snakes. 
 
Last week, a house neighboring the library held a wake for a woman who was bit by a poisonous snake while 
cutting bananas behind her house. She died before an antidote could be found. (Each snake has its particular 
antidote, so if you do get bit, try and get a good look at the snake. 
 
 
The following day, the coffin was processed from Ayotzinapan (the town I work in) to the cemetery in San 
Miguel (a town between Cuetzalan and Ayotzinapan). There were probably about 100 people who 
accompanied the deceased in her last journey. The women walked in front carrying flowers and the men 
behind taking turns shouldering the coffin. They walked like this for two miles, purely uphill, in temperatures 
above 90°F. I’ve been in Mexico for about eight months now, but this has to be one of the most amazing things 
I’ve seen.  
 
Along with death, I’ve had the chance to experience many life events with my Mexican community: birth, 
baptism, first communion, confirmation, birthdays (3 and 15 years old are particularly special), and marriage. 
There is almost always some sort of celebration happening- just follow the blasting music and you’ll find it. 
 
In addition to making significant milestones, these celebrations are a way to form important relationships. For 
each celebration, the host asks someone to be the padrino or madrina, which translated literally means 
“godfather” or “godmother”, but I think a better interpretation would be “sponsor”. The padrinos are in charge of 
various details from cooking the food, paying for the Catholic Mass, making party favors, and in general 
attending to the guests. It is both a significant time and economic commitment.  
 
However, what is truly fascinating about this system is that the relationship between the hosts and the padrinos 
expands beyond the date of the event. They are now forever linked as compadres.  
 

Adults have numerous compadres. My host mom has no idea how 
many she actually has, but I would guess over twenty. Cultivating 
various compadres relationships is advantageous since it augments 
one’s support network. Compadres can call on each other for favors 
which may range from as 
simple as borrowing some 
Tupperware to as big as 
borrowing their compadre’s 
car.  
 
I was asked to be the 

madrina for one of my English student’s graduation from primary 
school in July. I was honored, but couldn’t accept since graduation 
is a few days after my program’s end date and I will no longer be 
with my community.  
I hope this letter has found you well. I invite any questions or 
comments. Thanks to those who have responded to my previous 
newsletters.  
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Happy Anniversary to… 
8 Nathan and Val Anderson 
 Phil and Betty Anderson 
10 Andy and Barb Bangsberg 
11 Jack and Wendy Stetler 
12 BJ and Amy Brenna 
 Dan and Ruth Shoemaker 
 Jeff and Holly Thomas 
 
13 Graham and Kellsey Ruppel 
            Allan and Margaret Siemers  
 

Happy Birthday to… 
 
1 Ann Bergmann 
 Kala Green 
 Siena Turner 
2 Laurie Sutherland 
3 Travis Erickson 
4 Andrea Jerry 
 Cody Elfers 
 Brandon Grewe 
5 Nathan Anderson 
 Evelyn Brown 
6 Doug Brown 
 David Hile 
 Makenna Olson 
7 Mitchel Blaser 
 Lindsey Koser 
 Cory Nelson 
8 Val Anderson 
 Rob Barker III 
 Rebecca Carlson 
 Brian Horton  
 Tom Lindquist 
9 Erik Carlson 
 Kate Erickson 
10 Paul Bucher 
Eric Harding 
13 Brian Glancy  
 Tia Olsen 
14 Madie Ritchie 
 Alisyn Stevens 
15 Brooke Chafer 
 Laurie Skow-Anderson 
16 Tess Duncan 
 Roslyn Huebner 
 Claire Johnson 
 Susan Jungerberg 
17 Jenna Munden 
18 Angela Catlin 
 Eric Hallingstad 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

19 Hunter Anderson 
 Bruce Jungerberg 
 Darcy Paffel 
20 Terri Brown 
 Elise Fyksen 
 Barb Sandve 
21 BJ Brenna  
 Lydia Chafer 
 Julie Erickson 
 Lisa Erickson 
 Reeve Feidt 
 Ethan Sandman 
22 Harlan Nelson 
24 Mark Koegel 
 Dustlyn Lingen 
25 Gaitlyn Johnson 
 Sandi McHenry 
27 Arland Oleson 
 Mollie Patterson 
28 Elizabeth Brown 
29 Mason Bohn 
 Marilyn Dierks 
 Lynda Kolzow 
30 Heather Friess 
 Zoe Hopkins-Hile 
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Ben D. Anderson 
Guest Speaker 

 
On June 14th we welcome a special guest, Ben D. Anderson. "Born with cerebral palsy.  Diagnosed with a low 
IQ of 63. He is a graduate of UW-Stout with a degree in Vocational Rehabilitation. Since 1978 he has spoken 
throughout the country on the subject of disabilities. He is the founder and CEO of Break Through Inc.  
(non-profit organization). He has spoken at many conferences, youth conventions, churches and professional 
educational venues. He spent 30 plus years as resource staff at Lake Wapogasset Lutheran Bible Camp in 
Amery, WI. Two years ago Ben and his wife moved to Rapid City, SD.  You can read more about Ben's 
activities by going to his website at www.bendanderson.com" 
 
Ben will be giving the sermon at both services and will be available to answer your questions.  We will receive 
a free will offering that will go to Break Through Inc.   
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“The Choices We Make With Our Money Can Change The World” 
 

Walking Together 
Nearly 400 people gathered at the university campus in Eau Claire May 30-31 to learn, share, worship and 
conduct the business of the synod. This year's theme, "The Generosity Project," helped attendees continue our 
focus on the 4Gs: Growing Grateful Generous Givers. 
 
We began the day with worship featuring Light, the energetic and talented young worship band from First 
Lutheran in New Richmond. Throughout the day over 50 workshops, ranging from "Advocacy and Our State 
Budget" to "Why Did Jesus, Moses, the Buddah and Mohammed Cross the Road," were offered. Many rooms 
were filled to capacity and later, in an informal survey, 99% of participants said they learned something new. 
 
Janice Ahneman, Keith and Bev Anderson, Dave Evenson, Karyn Hullinger, Joan Kraft, and Pastor Randy 
attended.   
  

Synod Assembly 
 
The keynote speaker, Nathan Dungan, founder and president of Share, Save, Spend, helped us think about 
our attitudes toward giving and what we have taught the next generations about generosity. According to 
Dungan, "the choices we make with our money can change the world."  
 
All five resolutions were passed, candidates were elected to serve on Synod Council and as voting members 
for the 2016 Churchwide Assembly. 
 
Augustana Delegates were Keith and Bev Anderson. They will share more about the weekend at church 
services Sunday. 
 
You may also learn more by going to the Synod website—www.nwswi.org. 
 
  

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Pastor Laurie Skow-Anderson 
Assistant to the Bishop 
Presenting a Workshop 

 

  
                                                         Bishop Rick Hoyme and Assistants to the Bishop 

                                                              John Sutherland, Greg Kaufmann, and  
                                                              Laurie Skow-Anderson 
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Congratulations to our 
2015 High School Graduates 
Baccalaureate Sunday, May 17  

 

 
 

1st Row: Lindsey Bangsberg, Tess Duncan, Kyla Bergstrom, Kalley Bergstrom 
2nd Row: Luke Anderson, Taylor Pease, Blaine Stetler 
 

Plans for next year: 
Luke Anderson Going to UMD for Environmental Sciences   
 

Lindsey Bangsberg Going to UW Milwaukee for Filmmaking 
 

Kalley Bergstrom Going to UW Stout in Menomonie for Physical Therapy 
 

Kyla Bergstrom Going to UW Stout in Menomonie for Dietary 
 

Tess Duncan Going to UW Superior for Elementary Ed 
 

Taylor Pease Going to Barron County for DNR   
 

Blaine Stetler Going to UW La Crosse for physical therapy 

 


