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THE EPISTLE 
February 2015 

Augustana Lutheran Church 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

1025 Second Avenue  
    PO Box 5 

Cumberland, Wisconsin 54829 
Church Office Phone:   715-822-2890 

Fax: 715-822-2837 
E-Mail:  augustana@centurytel.net 

Website: www.augustanachurch.com 
Randy Skow-Anderson, Pastor 

Cell Phone:  218-329-7904 
E-Mail: augustanapastor@centurytel.net 

 

LENTEN SCHEDULE 
“God Sightings” 

Wednesday, February 18    Ash Wednesday 
Worship at 12:00 noon and 7:00 p.m. 
 
Wednesdays  
     February 25, March 4, March 11,  
     March 18, and March 25   
 Soup Supper at 5:30 p.m. 
 Worship at 7:00 p.m. 

 

From the Pastor… 
 
Celebrate Jesus Live the Love 
 

“GOD SIGHTINGS” 
This is our Lenten focus.  During the weeks of 
Lent I will be inviting and challenging all of us 
to be aware of God’s presence and activity in 
our daily lives.  Where might we look?  What 
can we expect?  I believe that the Holy Spirit 
surrounds us, trying to get our attention.  So 
often, we forget to look for the presence of 
God in the ordinary daily activities and 
relationships.  Have you ever had an 
experience and when you look back at it and 
recognize that what happened was what I call 
a God thing?  That is a God sighting.  Have 
you ever had a call from a friend at just the 
time you need to talk?  That’s a God sighting.   
During the mid-week worship services we will 
be hearing from members of the congregation 
as they reflect on their own God Sightings in 
the ordinary every day routine of life.  My 
hope is that we all will become more aware of 
the presence of God and give thanks for 
God’s grace we find in each day.   
 
Celebrate Jesus  
Live the Love 
 
Yours in Christ, 
Pastor Randy 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS AND 
ANNIVERSARIES 
 

Happy Birthday to… 
1 Todd Ahneman 
2 Alice Matthys 
3 Casey Sutherland 
4 Fran Chubb, Steve Komarek 
5 Bennett Moravitz, Jake Neurer,  
 Mervin Olson, Marty Voshell 
6 Cathy Koser 
7 Chad Catlin, Nikki Malone,  
 Susan Moravitz 
8 James Koser, Dane Nickell,  
 Lorraine Neurer 
9 Addison Brown 
10 Nicholas Stevens 
12 Carly Friess, Cameryn Moravitz,  
 Doris Thompson 
13 Colleen Erb 
14 Betty Anderson, Sarah Hall 
15 Ariel Alberson 
16 Quinn Stetler 
17  Brady Paffel 
18 Keith Anderson, Shelby Graf 
19 Kathy Kreger 
20 Joel Barker, Reid Olson 
21 Wayne Boyd 
22 Stephanie Brown 
23 Colin Elfers, Joshua Weaver 
24 Mary Farley, Randi Nelson 
25 Don Phernetton 
27 Jacob Burling, Craig Friess 
28 Katie Garling 
 

Happy Anniversary to… 
14 Gary and Marge Bergmann 
 Tom Schaffer and Susie Caughey 
15 James and Cathy Koser 
25 Todd and Janice Ahneman 
 George and Carol Leopold 
 

mailto:augustana@centurytel.net
http://www.augustanachurch.com/
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Church in Society February 2015 
Celebrate Jesus  Live the Love 
 
Avery Wallace Newsletter: December 2014 
YAGM Mexico  
 
Season’s greetings to my family and friends!  
I hope this letter finds you well!   
 
I am now over four months in to my year of 
service with Young Adults in Global Mission 
(YAGM). The last newsletter I sent out tried to 
give you a glance into where I am living and 
working. In this newsletter I will focus on what 
it is I am actually doing.   
 
I found out my site placement two days before 
I left home. Originally I thought I’d be in 
Mexico City or within an hour of it. So finding 
out I was being placed six hours away was a 
bit of a surprise.    
 
I work in a small library in the village of 
Ayotzinapan. While the building has no 
running water and no toilet, the lack of 
conveniences does not prevent us from 
servicing the children in the community. The 
library, called Se Sentanemililis AC which 
means “one thought” in Nahuatl, specializes in 
literature for young children, but older 
students also find reference books and a 
selection of novels. The library team is made 
up of a group of young people ranging from 
ages 23 to 5. (Yes, five years old). The group 
may be young, but they are still managing to 
positively impact their community.   
 
While I knew my site placement before 
leaving, I wasn’t sure what kind of work I 
would be doing until I arrived and met with my 
bosses, Roberto and Gaudel. I have two main 
jobs. The first is teaching English four days a 

week to children 8-11 years old. The second is 
facilitating a group focused on collecting and 
preserving the oral tradition from the elders in 
the community. These two projects keep me 
pretty busy as they come with their sets of 
challenges (such as a flock of chickens 
interrupting an interview and a faulty printer), 
but when I do have free time I use it to help 
secondary school students with their English 
homework or to study Nahuatl. Also, since I 
have internet access in Cuetzalan, if the 
library doesn’t have a book on a certain topic, 
I will go home and look it up online and pass 
the information on to the kids the following 
day.    
 
Another service the library provides is 
weekend workshops. Once or twice a month, 
outside organizations come and impart a 
workshop for the kids. The topics can range 
from math and science to reading and music. 
My job on workshop days is to escort the 
volunteers from Cuetzalan to Ayotzinapan and 
to help control the rambunctious kids.    
 
I hope this letter has left you with a clearer 
picture of the work I am doing. Enjoy the 
presence of your family and loved ones during 
this holiday season.   
 
Love,   Avery   
  
You can see photos on the Church in Society 
Bulletin board outside the library. 
Photos:  a) Luis, me and Roberto on the 
library steps (three members of the library 
team).      
 
 
Carol Halverson 
 
 
 

Augustana Lutheran Church 
Church Council Minutes 

Special Meeting  January 25, 2015 
 

Attending: Dave Evenson, Joan Kraft, Val 
Sutherland, Janice Ahneman, Barb Agen, Ann 
Bergmann, Keith Johnson, Travis Erickson, 
Mark Erickson, Nicole Donatell and Greg 
Chafer. 
 

Absent:   Keith Anderson.  
 

President Dave Evenson called the meeting to 
order at 9:00 AM. 
 

There was no agenda presented but the 
meeting was called for the single purpose of 
correction of the 2015 budget. 
 

Travis Erickson stated the finance committee 
met on Tuesday evening, January 20 and 
discovered an error in calculating the social 
security withholding on Pastor Randy Skow-
Anderson’s salary package. The budget we 
approved at our December 28, 2014 meeting 
showed a calculation whereby the withholding 
was essentially calculated twice. The gross 
Pastor’s salary already had the withholding 
included, and then the withholding was 
calculated on that inflated amount. When the 
error was found, it resulted in surplus funding 
sufficient to reinstate the 100% health 
insurance premium payment for both Pastor 
and the church secretary. In addition there 
was a small amount that could be added to 
the Capital Improvement and Repairs line 
item. 
 

Mark Erickson made a motion to approve the 
final budget as presented, seconded by 
Janice Ahneman. There was no further 
discussion and motion carried. 
 

Meeting adjourned at 9:10 AM. 
Respectfully submitted, Val Sutherland 
Council Secretary. 
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A MESSAGE FROM THE STEWARDSHIP 
COMMITTEE 
 
Our Lord Jesus Christ taught on many 
subjects and the second most common thing 
he talked about was money.   This is the first 
in a series of Stewardship Principles. 
 
Principle #1:  The Principle of Ownership 
 
Psalm 24 begins:   ”The earth is the Lord’s 
and everything in it, and all who live in it.” 
 
In Genesis, God created the earth and I think 
you can agree that a creation belongs to the 
one who made it.   Then God put man (whom 
He had created) in the garden to work it and 
take care of it.  It is clear that man was 
created to work and work is the stewardship 
of the creation that God gave him. 
 
The fundamental Biblical principle of 
Stewardship is GOD OWNS EVERYTHING 
and we are managers or administrators acting 
on His behalf. 
 
Therefore stewardship expresses our 
obedience to God to manage everything He 
has placed under our control.  Stewardship is 
the commitment of ourselves and our 
possessions to God’s service and we do not 
have the right of control over our property or 
ourselves.  Everything we have belongs to 
God.   We belong to God. 
 
Deuteronomy 8:18 says:  “Remember the 
Lord your God, for it is He who gives you the 
ability to produce wealth.  ” 
 
Remember to obey your God and share what 
you have and your talents and your time with 
your church and the rest of God’s creation. 
 

FAMILY REC NIGHTS WILL BE HELD 
EACH SUNDAY NIGHT at the Elementary 
School Gym. It will be from 5:00 – 7:00 p.m. 
each Sunday beginning January 11th through 
March. Everyone is welcome to attend. This 
will be a fun time when families and children 
can come together to enjoy running around, 
playing basketball or whatever they would 
like. Three churches will take turns providing 
volunteers (with a minimum of two adults) to 
help supervise. Volunteers are needed from 
Augustana for the month of March. If you are 
willing to volunteer, please contact either Barb 
Agen or Nicole Donatell. Thank you to the 
Cumberland school district for their 
partnership and for making it possible to use 
the space. 
 

NOTE TO CONFIRMATION PARENTS:  
Twelve worship notes are required by each 
confirmation student each year. Most of the 
students have several left to complete. Please 
encourage your child to do these when they 
come to worship. If you want to know how 
many are done or if you have questions, 
please contact Donnis Mullen.  
 

ATTENTION CONFIRMATION PARENTS: 
Schedules for Confirmation Worship 
Assistants are posted on the Confirmation 
Bulletin Board (Outside the library). Please 
check your calendar and sign your child up by 
February 11 for dates that they can serve.  
Thank you!  Also, Confirmation Students will 
be worship assistants for Lenten Worship. 
Schedule will be distributed soon. 
 
THERE WILL BE A PARENT MEETING for 
all High School Youth on Sunday, February 
8th at 6:00 p.m. in Classroom 1. We will 
discuss the future plans for high school youth 
and the future of HEY. 

POWERFUL TOOLS FOR CAREGIVERS IS 
AN EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM designed to 
help family caregivers. This program will help 
you take care of yourself while caring for a 
loved one. You will benefit from this class 
whether you are helping a parent, spouse, or 
friend. The person you are caring for may live 
at home, in a nursing home, or across the 
country. Powerful Tools for Caregivers helps 
family caregivers reduce stress, improve self-
confidence, communicate better, balance their 
lives, increase their ability to make tough 
decisions, and locate helpful resources. This 
six week workshop will be held Tuesdays, 
March 3-April 7, from 5:30-7:30 pm, at 
Brentwood Senior Communities, 633 
Cameron Rd., in Rice Lake.  Call Chris at the 
Barron County Aging and Disability Resource 
Center (ADRC) 715-537-6225 to register or 
for more information.  Class is $10.00 and 
pre-registration is required. 
 
EARLY-STAGE MEMORY LOSS SUPPORT 
GROUP  
Are you, or someone you know, in the early 
stages of Alzheimer’s disease or a related 
dementia?  A new support group is forming for 
individuals who are in the early stages of 
memory loss and their care partner. This 
support group is an opportunity for you to get 
dementia related education, emotional 
support, an opportunity to share, and a 
connection to valuable resources.  Individuals 
with memory loss and their care partners will 
meet together for the first half hour followed 
by breaking into two separate support groups. 
Meetings will be held in Rice Lake, from 1:30-
3:30, the fourth Monday of the month 
beginning February 23, 2015.  Registration is 
required.   For more information or to register 
call Sue at the Aging and Disability Resource 
Center 715-537-6225. 
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Lenten Living 
Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, February 18 
this year. Christians have observed this 
season of the church year since the fourth 
century. It’s traditionally a time of reflection, 
penitence and spiritual renewal before Easter. 
 
During Lent, some Christians give up 
something that hinders their relationship with 
God. Others do something extra for their 
spiritual growth or make a special sacrifice. 
The key is to make Lent a memorable season 
of sincere spiritual growth—a time that can set 
the tone for the rest of the year. 
 
 

Loves me not? 
 
A girl asked a boy if he loved her, and he 
replied, “Yes, of course.” 
 
“Would you die for me?” the girl wondered. 
 
After a brief pause, the honest lad said, “No, 
mine is an undying love.” 
 
 

 
AUGUSTANA WILL BE 
DOING A NEW PICTURE 
DIRECTORY.  
Lifetouch Photography will 
take pictures Wednesday, 
February 25 thru Saturday, 

February 28. Times will be from 11:20 – 6:00 
p.m. Wednesday, 2:20 – 9:00 p.m. Thursday, 
and Friday and from 10:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. 
on Saturday. You may sign up at church on 
Sunday or through the Augustana Website:  
www.augustanachurch.com 
 
 

OTHER NOTES ABOUT 
PICTURE DIRECTORY 
 
PLEASE CONTACT THE 
CHURCH OFFICE if you are 
not available for directory 
pictures February 25, 26, 27, 
or 28. There are other options for you!! 
 
You will receive a free 8”x10” picture and a 
free church directory if you sign up to have 
your picture taken! 
 
You are encouraged to bring something to 
your portrait session that says who you are: 
a hat   a pin   a scarf  
a musical instrument   your Bible 
sports gear 
 
AND You may bring your pet with you to be 
photographed. 
 
HELP FEED THOSE IN NEED 
Just by being photographed 
 
Drop off any food item at church between now 
and picture day and get a $5.00 coupon to 
use towards the purchase of additional 
portraits! (no pressure—no obligation). 
Also Lifetouch will donate the value of 4 meals 
($1.00) for each sitting that they photograph. 
Augustana can then give that money to the 
local food shelf to help those in need! 
That should give us about $125.00 to donate, 
which is 500 meals. 
 
 
PLEASE SIGN UP NOW!!! THANK YOU! 
 
 
 
 
 

ANNUAL MEETING HELD JANUARY 25 
 

Thank you to the outgoing 
council members! 
 
Ann Bergmann 
Mark Erickson 
Joan Kraft 
Val Sutherland 
 

Welcome to the newly elected 
council members! 
 
Dean Bergstrom 
Pam Bergstrom 
Julie Donatelle 
Debb Hallingstad 
 
The Council Organizational Meeting will be 
held Saturday, February 14. 
 
Outgoing members, newly elected members, 
and continuing members are asked to attend 
this meeting. 
 
Officers will be elected and committee 
selections will be made. 
 
Watch for complete details on this meeting. 
 
 
 
 
 

PLEASE NOTE: 
There is a NEW FIRST AID KIT in the hallway 
across from library by the bathrooms.  
The defibrillator is also located there.   

 

http://www.augustanachurch.com/

