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NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING 
The annual meeting of Augustana Lutheran 
Church will be held on Sunday, January 25th 
at 9:00 a.m. in the Great Hall.   
 
The agenda includes approval of the budget 
for 2015, election of officers, and reports of 
the committees. 
 
All confirmed members are encouraged to 
attend the meeting. 

 
 

AUGUSTANA WILL BE DOING A NEW 
PICTURE DIRECTORY.  
Lifetouch Photography will take pictures 
Wednesday, February 25 thru Saturday, 
February 28. Times will be from 2:20 – 9:00 
p.m. Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday and 
from 10:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. on Saturday. 
Sign-up information and other details will be 
announced shortly. 

 

From the Pastor… 
 
Celebrate Jesus Live the Love 
 
Dear friends in Christ, 
 
Grace and peace be to you in the name of 
Jesus. 
 
Happy New Year!!  Blessings be to you as the 
year begins.  I try to look to the New Year as 
an opportunity to set goals and maybe some 
resolutions.  It seems that with each New 
Year we are given the opportunity to begin 
fresh (and it’s not below zero this year for a 
change.) I look forward with excitement for the 
mission and life we will share together this 
year.   

I am also reminded of another reality.  This is 
also one of the darkest times of the year.   We 
experience a great deal of darkness during 
the 24 hour period we call a day.  I am 
reminded by the news and social media that 
darkness takes many forms. We hear of racial 
issues, terror threats, school shootings, 
homelessness, the hungry, and so much 
more.  The product of these news reports can 
be fear and despair.  I think of this darkness 
and the need to have a light shine so I can 
see the way to go.  Perhaps that’s why we put 
lights on our homes and trees this time of 
year.  Perhaps that’s why we light candles in 
our homes and places of worship. I am 
reminded that the light of hope, grace, and 
peace has come into the world and continues 
to break into the darkness of our lives.  We 
read in John 1:9, The true light, which 
enlightens everyone, was coming into the 
world. How do we experience this light?  
Maybe it comes through the songs of the 
season or the gentle caring of a friend when 
they see you hurting.  Maybe it comes through 
signs of human kindness in the midst of our 
busy lives or the stories of communities 
responding to needs both near and far away.   
 
And the Word became flesh and dwelt among 
us…full of grace and truth. John 1:14.   
 
Each week, we are invited to gather and  to 
hear once again the story of how God breaks 
into our world by being born and named 
Immanuel which means, God with us. 
 
May you experience the light of Christ in your 
lives and may the light of Christ shine through 
you. 
 
God’s Peace 
Pastor Randy Skow-Anderson 
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Church in Society January 2015 
Celebrate Jesus  Live the Love 
 
In the Advent season, Pastor Laurie 
encouraged us to Celebrate Jesus by Leaping 
for Joy as the baby John leaped in Elizabeth's 
womb upon hearing that Mary was pregnant 
with baby Jesus. 
She asked us to write the word Leap down the 
side of our paper.    

Love and gratitude;   

Enthusiasm, excitement;  

Attention;  

Participating in present moment. 

 
 
We at Augustana are truly Leaping for Joy, 
Living the Love this Advent season.  We are 
participating in the present moment. There 
was an amazing response to ELCA Good 
Gifts.   $1,395.00 was collected.  This means 
that your family and friends will receive a gift 
and that people around the world will also 
collect a gift.  For this amount of money the 
following things were purchased for people 
around the world. 
 
1 share of a cow 
4 pigs 
1 goat 
2 sheep 
16 chicken units of 10 each 
3 honey bee units 
1 water purification tablets 
1 stock a health clinic 
1 unit of 10 mosquito nets 
1 25 mosquito nets for a village   
1 school fees and uniform for a girl 
2 start a village savings and loans group 
1 fruit tree seedling 
1 support a young adult in global mission for a 
day 

The Church in Society Committee thanks you 
for your marvelous leap of participation in 
living the love. 
 
Thank you to all that purchased SERRV 
items.  Your response was great.  We had to 
send back very little.  By your purchase of 
these items someone in the world will be able 
to have a better life. 
 
Leap for joy at the coming of the Lord.  
Celebrate Jesus this Advent season and then 
go and Live the Love. 
 
Carol Halverson 
 

A Well-Balanced Church 
The owner of a new puppy got a good laugh 
when the little dog, out for a walk, had an itch. 
The trouble was that the itchy spot was 
accessible only to a hind leg. So, while still 
walking, the pup tried to scratch and tumbled 
over, rolling a couple of times before coming 
to rest. 
 
In several places throughout Scripture, the 
apostle Paul writes about the church as the 
body of Christ, and of the importance of each 
member. Just as the dog needed each leg to 
stay balanced while walking, so the church 
needs all the different God-given gifts of its 
members: preachers and teachers, friendly 
visitors, generous givers, musicians and 
singers, wise parents and imaginative 
children, people to produce and distribute 
meals, newsletters, lesson materials, and on 
and on.  
 
When we start thinking that some part of 
Christ’s body isn’t necessary, we risk taking 
quite a tumble! 

 

Augustana Lutheran Church 
Church Council Minutes 

December 28, 2014 
 
Attending: Dave Evenson, Val Sutherland, 
Keith Johnson, Janice Ahneman, Keith 
Anderson, Travis Erickson, Barb Agen, Greg 
Chafer, Joan Kraft, Nicole Donatell, Mark 
Erickson, Ann Bergmann, Pastor Randy 
Skow-Anderson, and guests Brenda 
Kupferschmidt, Dan Shoemaker and Tom 
Hallgren. 
 
President Dave Evenson called the meeting to 
order at 6:00 PM and lead a brief bible study 
from Acts 9. 
 
Approval of Agenda: 
Motion was made by Ann Bergmann to 
approve the agenda, seconded by Mark 
Erickson. Motion carried. 
 
Approval of Minutes: 
The minutes of the council meeting dated 
November 16, 2014 were approved on a 
motion by Keith Anderson, and seconded by 
Barb Agen. Motion carried. 
 
New Business: 
The budget for 2015 was presented with 
some modifications and adjustments as 
recommended by the finance committee. The 
adjustments allow for presenting a balanced 
budget to the congregation at the annual 
meeting. Motion was made by Travis Erickson 
to accept the budget as presented, and Greg 
Chafer seconded motion. Discussion followed 
with regard to the changes and how they 
would be presented to the congregation. 
President Evenson called the question and 
the motion carried. 
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The annual meeting of the congregation is set 
for Sunday, January 25, 2015. Joan Kraft 
made a motion to conduct the meeting 
between the worship services with a start time 
of approximately 9:15 AM, seconded by 
Nicole. Motion carried. 
 
The nominating committee has four 
candidates for the council positions and will 
have the other positions on the ballot filled by 
early January 2015. 
 
The ad hoc committee on music technology 
and organ has completed their investigation 
into options for the sanctuary. They 
recommend we begin considering how to 
incorporate a digital organ into our budget 
process and building accommodations. The 
cost of a good used device would be 
approximately $35,000 to $40,000. 
 
Motion was made by Barb Agen to appoint 
Dave Evenson as the authorized signatory for 
the Millie Carlson Scholarship fund and to 
accept the bequest from her estate into the 
fund, seconded by Greg Chafer and carried. 
 
Finance/Treasurer Report: 
As of November 30, 2014   
Balance in checking  $12,793.23 
Balance in Money Market $34,601.48 
Balance in Capital Improv/Repairs  
    $13,569.50 
 
Travis Erickson notified the council that Carol 
Wallin would be resigning her responsibilities 
with the memorial fund as of the December 
31, 2014. Council expressed appreciation for 
her assistance in this regard. 
 
Pastor’s Report: 
Reported the services for Christmas were well 
attended including the Christmas Day 

worship. The advent season went smoothly 
and several attended the Wednesday evening 
services. He shared some ideas for a 
modified format for the annual meeting. 
 
Committee Reports:  
Christian Education: The children’s 
Christmas program went well. 
Communications: No report. 
Church in Society: Had last meeting for the 
year and will not meet again until spring. 
Congregational Care: No report. 
Personnel: Completing the update for the job 
descriptions. 
Property: No report. 
Outreach: No report.  
Stewardship: Looking at different options for 
pledge envelopes and may make changes in 
2016. 
Worship and Music: No report. 
Youth and Family: We will be working 
together with community Pastors on family rec 
nights at the elementary school in March 
2015. Hey parents met with leaders and are 
working to get plans made for the remainder 
of the 2014-2015 school year. The 5th quarter 
events will begin again in January and we will 
be participating as needed. 
 
Motion to adjourn at 8:00 PM was made by 
Janice Ahneman, seconded by Keith 
Johnson. Motion carried. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Val Sutherland, 
Council Secretary. 
 
Reminders: 
January Devotions: Keith Johnson 
January Counters: Keith Johnson and 

Greg Chafer 
Next Meeting:  
Early February with new council persons 
 

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS AND 
ANNIVERSARIES 
 

Happy Birthday to… 
1 Cheri Bents, Merleen Bergmann,  
 Cole Catlin, Diana Ostness,  
 Darlene Paffel 
3 Katie Proescholdt 
4 Doris Rydberg 
6 Linda Bergstrom, Joy Neva 
7 Shanna Frasier, Ann Kysely, Tom Lingen 
8 Lee Weaver 
9 Ben Stevens, Mason Moravitz 
10 Gina Grewe, Shayna Nickell 
11 Phil Anderson, Karen Meade,  
 Walter Shafer (90) 
12 Jack Stetler, Jacob Weaver 
13 Trevor Bergstrom, David Johnson 
14 Linda Bergstrom 
15 Chase Erickson, Jaidan Nugent 
16 Katie Malone 
17 Olivia Annis, Josh Burling, Carley Green, 

Connie Lussier 
19 Janice Ahneman, Tyler Lloyd 
20 Robert Barker, Tanner Johnson, Eric 

Sandve, Allan Siemers 
21 Rebecca Erickson 
26 Kirsten Sandman, Tom Toftness 
27 Jill Molls, Roxanne Nelson, Blaine Stetler, 
 Emma Stokes, Erin Stokes 
28 Scott Girard 
29 Chris Hopkins-Hile, Augustus Kroells 
30 Sarah Jergenson 
31Randy Barker, Kahlen, Diana Ficocello 
 

Happy Anniversary to… 
10 Bill and Lynn Capra 
14 Scott and Lisa Theese 
20 Bob and Darlene Paffel 
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Stewardship Talk given by  
Janice Ahneman 
 
I'm glad my church needs money! 
If it didn't it would mean  
it wasn't supporting missionaries and  
preaching the gospel in other places and  
has no missionary zeal.  
 
I'm glad my church needs money!  
If it didn't, it would mean  
it wasn't doing anything to support the 
homeless and needy and  
had no compassion.  
 
I'm glad my church needs money!  
If it didn't, it would mean  
it wasn't interested in providing 
wholesome activities  
for our teenagers and had no concern.  
 
I'm glad my church needs money!  
If it didn't, it would mean  
it wasn't interested in teaching children  
in those impressionable years and had no 
future.  
 
I’m glad my church needs money.  If it 
didn’t it would mean the gospel is not 
being taught here and the sacraments of 
baptism and communion were not being 
practiced. 
 
I’m glad my church needs money.  If it 
didn’t, it would mean there is no music 
here, no singing voices, no hymns, no 
instruments to enhance worship and 
praise god. 
 
I’m glad my church needs money.  If it 
didn’t it would mean there is no worship 
here and no fellowship of believers.     

I’m glad my church needs money.  If it 
didn’t, it would mean Jesus Christ is not 
being preached as savior and the way to 
eternal life and no one is being saved. 
I’m glad our church needs money.  If it 
didn’t, it would mean that people were not 
hearing God’s word and not hearing how 
much he loves and cares for his people. 
 
I’m glad our church needs money! That 
means we have facilities were people 
gather for worship and learning and 
weddings and funerals and serving meals.  
It means we can open our doors for AA 
meetings, migrant ministry, weight 
watchers and yoga classes and lots of 
other things. 
 
I’m glad our church needs money 
because that means it is alive and 
growing and doing God’s work in the 
world.  
 
Based on the writing of an unknown 
author 
 
FAMILY REC NIGHTS WILL BE HELD 
EACH SUNDAY NIGHT at the Elementary 
School Gym. It will be from 5:00 – 7:00 p.m. 
each Sunday beginning January 11th through 
March. Everyone is welcome to attend. This 
will be a fun time when families and children 
can come together to enjoy running around, 
playing basketball or whatever they would 
like. Three churches will take turns providing 
volunteers (with a minimum of two adults) to 
help supervise. Volunteers are needed from 
Augustana for the month of March. If you are 
willing to volunteer, please contact either Barb 
Agen or Nicole Donatell. Thank you to the 
Cumberland school district for their 
partnership and for making it possible to use 
the space. 

 

Resolve to listen 
 

 
 
Christian philosopher Paul Tillich said, “The 
first responsibility of love is to listen.” Yet in 
our fast-paced culture, truly listening to 
someone has become a lost art. 
 
The intricate Chinese written character for the 
verb to listen offers wise insight about how to 
listen to people so they feel heard. The 
symbol is actually a combination of characters 
for ears, eyes and an open heart. Basically it 
reads, “I give you my ears, my eyes and my 
undivided attention.” What a great image of 
being fully engaged during the act of 
communication! 
 
James 1:19 offers two wise resolutions for the 
year ahead: Be “quick to listen” and “slow to 
speak” (NRSV). Practicing the skill of active 
listening is a much-needed way to minister to 
other people, serving as Jesus’ “ears” in a 
hurting world. 

 
 

  
 
 
 

 


