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From the Pastor… 
Celebrate Jesus Live the Love 

Over the past couple months, we have been trying on a new 
purpose statement for Augustana.  These five words are the result 
of the work we did as a congregation this last summer and fall.  It 
all started with words that reflected the type of faith community we 
saw in the ministry and life here at Augustana.  We finally arrived 
at this phrase: “Celebrate Jesus Live the Love”.  For me, it 
reminds me of Jesus when asked what is the greatest 
commandment he said “ ‘you shall love the Lord your God with all 
your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.  This is 
the greatest and first commandment.  And a second is like it: ‘You 
shall love your neighbor as yourself.’  On these two 
commandments hang all the law and the prophets.” (Matthew 
22:37-40)  Love God, love neighbor.  Celebrate Jesus live the 
love.  See the connection.  This is all we are called to do.  When 
we wear these five words we embody Jesus to those around us.  
Maybe it’s a word spoken, a helping hand, a prayer said, or 
willingness to serve.   

Like many things, we have to say it over and over again until we 
live into its meaning.  So people of God here at Augustana, 

Celebrate Jesus Live the Love 
 
Yours in Christ, 
Pastor Randy 
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CELEBRATION SUNDAY 
NOVEMBER 2   

Get out your recipes for 
cinnamon rolls, coffee cakes, 
egg bakes, monkey bread, and 
other breakfast foods. Prepare a 
dish and bring it to church on 

Sunday, November 2 between services from 9:00 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.  
What’s the occasion?  November 2nd is the day you are asked to return 
your 2015 Pledge Cards and Time/Talent Sheets if you have not already 
done so.  We will celebrate our generosity and grateful giving for God 
has greatly blessed us.  Come for fellowship, great food, and give 
thanks. 
 
 
CUMBERLAND 
COMMUNITY 
THANKSGIVING EVE 
SERVICE will be held at 
Augustana Wednesday, 
November 26th at 7:00 p.m. 
Pie and Ice Cream will be 
served by the Church Council following the worship. Each family is 
asked to bring a pie. 
 
 
THE HOLY LAND TRIP MARCH 4-16, led by Pastors Paul and Jane 
Ann Settergren, IS A GO! There are about 6 spots left. Several people 
from Augustana are going (7), so if you would like to sign up, please 
contact Settergrens. 
 
 
TURN YOUR CLOCK 
BACK 1 HOUR 
SATURDAY  
NOVEMBER 1st. 
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CALLING ALL BAKERS….Young, Young-at-heart, Men & Women! It’s 
almost time to roll up our sleeves and begin our special afternoon of 
baking. Yes, Sunday afternoon November 30 from 12:30-4pm, we’ll be 
making cookies, sandbakkels and rosettes. Bring your tins, irons and 
deep fryers if you have them. We need lots of help to be ready for the 
GREAT COOKIE WALK on Saturday, December 6. Come for an hour 
or for the entire afternoon. Contact Ann Bergmann with questions, 715-
822-3290. 
 
GREAT COOKIE WALK 2014! Everyone in the congregation who is 
able is asked to provide (5 ) five dozen or more Christmas Cookies , (3) 
pounds of homemade candy, (4) four small loaves of quick bread 
(pumpkin bread, cranberry bread, banana bread, etc.) or other holiday 
treat for Augustana’s  GREAT COOKIE WALK, Saturday, December 6.  
We want to provide lots of Christmas goodies for all our friends in our 
congregation and Cumberland community who look forward to 
purchasing our baking. Bring your baked goods to the Great Hall Friday 
morning, December 5. Proceeds from the Cookie Walk benefit Outreach 
Ministries at Augustana. The 2013 funds raised were used to purchase 
the 2014 God’s Work. Our Hands. Tee-shirts.  
 
CHRISTMAS CLOSET IS RETURNING….For those of you who may 
have gently used ornaments, wall hangings, dishes, lights and more, 
bring them to church for Augustana’s Christmas Closet Sale, Saturday, 
December 6 in conjunction with the GREAT COOKIE WALK. Items can 
be brought to the church anytime after Thanksgiving. Proceeds from 
this year’s Christmas Closet will benefit the Bell Choir Project. For more 
information contact Carol Wallin or Jill Molls. 
 
 
THANK YOU FROM CHARLOTTE MELBY!!! 
We received a note from Charlotte. After being in the hospital and a 
transitional care facility, she is now living in an assisted living home in 
Roseville, Minnesota and is doing much better. She thanks everyone for 
their prayers, cards, phone calls and concern. She hopes to be able to 
spend some time in Cumberland next summer.  
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Church in Society  

CELEBRATE JESUS. LIVE THE LOVE. 
 

Only 55 days until Christmas. Yes, time just flies. But don’t let that stress 
you out. The Church in Society Committee is going to help you have a 
stress free shopping season this year. 
 
Augustana will be having an Alternative Christmas Fair on Sunday, 
November 16th, Sunday, November 23, and Wednesday, November 
26th. On these dates there will be opportunities to shop stress free and 
change lives around the world. No more shopping in crowded stores. No 
more wrapping. 
 
We will learn about ELCA Good Gift giving and you will be able to 
purchase animals, water, or education for a child for one day, and many 
other good gifts in honor of your family and friends. We all say “what do I 
get them. They don’t need any more stuff.” We hear people say “now 
where do I put that or I really don’t like that color.” With ELCA Good 
Gifts you purchase an item in honor of someone. Then you receive a gift 
card to fill in to say what you have given. You will also receive a paper 
ornament that they can hang on a tree in the Great Hall. Most 
importantly, someone in the world receives a gift that will change their 
lives. We can all wonder where our chickens are living or who is having 
drinkable water for the first time. Get out the globe and play a game with 
the grandchildren of “Where in the World is my…..” 
 
Let’s fill up the Christmas tree in the Great Hall. 
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We will be selling SERRV items. These are items that are made by 
artisans from around the world. They are purchased directly from the 
artisan enabling the artisan to get their money right away. Items are 
then sent to a warehouse in Maryland where they are priced and 
prepared for shipment out to organizations that have SERRV sales. This 
helps in many ways as the artisan will then be able to send a child to 
school, build their first home, or dig a community water well together. 
The SERRV Program has been in existence for 65 years. 
A representative will be here from Margaret’s Project Santa. You will be 
able to donate items or money to this wonderful project started by 
Margaret Olson. Each year gift items and monies are collected at the US 
Bank. Families are then given gifts and necessary items at Christmas 
time. This year Augustana is being asked to donate coloring books, 
books for children to read, art supplies, art kits, and finger nail polish. 
 
Start your shopping and gift giving early this year. Then you will be able 
to enjoy the sights, sounds, and smells of Christmas. And best of all you 
will be able to hear the message about the coming of Christ without 
thinking of all the hustle and bustle. 
 
See you at the Alternative Christmas Fair. Bring your friends and 
neighbors to church these days so they too can shop “stress free” and in 
turn bless the world. 
 
Carol Halverson 
Church in Society 
 

 
 

 
HONG KONG MISSIONARY UPDATE 
Our missionaries who are teaching at the Lutheran Theological 
Seminary of Hong Kong.  They are requesting that we pray for the 
unrest in Hong Kong.   Check out their blog at 
http://marathonangel.blogspot.com/  “Wherever you are in the world, we 
invite you to say a prayer for beautiful Hong Kong and all of God’s 
beloved people here – students, ‘Occupy Central’ demonstrators, 
government, police, and especially the leaders and emerging leaders in 
Hong Kong and Mainland China.  May God have mercy to allow this 
peaceful witness to continue – somehow – into a peaceful resolution”. 
 
 

http://marathonangel.blogspot.com/
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Augustana Lutheran Church 
Church Council Minutes 

September 28, 2014 
 
Attending:  Dave Evenson, Val Sutherland, Keith Johnson, Janice 
Ahneman, Ann Bergmann, Keith Anderson, Travis Erickson, Mark 
Erickson, Barb Agen, Greg Chafer, Joan Kraft, Nicole Donatell, and 
Pastor Randy Skow-Anderson. 
Absent: None. 
 
President Dave Evenson called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM.  
 
Barb Agen shared devotions. 
 
Approval of Agenda: 
Motion was made by Mark Erickson to approve the agenda, seconded 
by Ann Bergmann. Motion carried. 
 
Approval of Minutes: 
The minutes of the council meeting dated August 17, 2014 were 
approved on a motion by Keith Johnson, and seconded by Travis 
Erickson. Motion carried. 
 
New Business: 
The planning process to move Augustana forward in its mission has 
been completed and the following are the initial goals established to 
begin action:  

 Get members informed regarding the budget process and 
coming major expenses involving our building complex. 

 Begin celebration worship service for mid-week. 

 Help new members become active in the Augustana family. 

 Plan a specific outreach for immediately prior to the Rutabaga 
Parade in August 2015. 

 Launch and activate the purpose statement for Augustana’s 
mission in Cumberland and the world. 

 Begin celebration school on Wednesday evenings for K-5 
through the school year. 

 
President Evenson reminded the council that we are all tasked with 
making these goals a priority to be accomplished in a timely manner. 
We will review our progress monthly at council meetings. Various people 
have been assigned to each goal including but limited to council 
members. 
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The worship and music committee has been looking at options with 
regard to the pipe organ and future needs. Four options were presented 
for informational purposes. Discussion followed that included the 
potential need for structural changes in the existing building to 
accommodate upgrades to the pipe organ. More information and 
financial data will be brought to the council again and plans are being 
considered to have an informational meeting with the congregation get a 
consensus for future needs with an emphasis on the finances. 
 
Motion was made by Joan Kraft to approve having Wednesday evening 
worship services; seconded by Barb Agen. After brief discussion with 
regard to the set time of worship, the motion was carried. 
 
Bulk mailing of the church newsletter and other information will cost an 
initial $220 for the permit and then an annual amount of $220 thereafter. 
Motion was made by Ann Bergmann to purchase the permit. Motion was 
seconded by Janice Ahneman. Motion carried. 
 
A budget timeline was distributed to the committee chairs. The target 
dates for committee budgets to Brenda Kupferschmidt by October 12. 
Council reviews the 2015 budget at the meeting Sunday, October 26; 
final review and approval of budget at the November council meeting 
Sunday, November 16. 
 
Finance/Treasurer Report: 
As of August 31, 2014  
Balance in checking   $5,019.27 
Balance in Money Market  $34,601.48 
Balance in Capital Improv/Repairs $13,569.50 
 
Income is currently keeping up with expenses. Discussion at the finance 
committee meeting included the need to review the benevolence portion 
of our budget and renew our effort to increase the reserve for building 
maintenance. Committee members are asked to keep to the budget 
timeline to avoid delays in the budget approval process. 
 
Pastor’s Report: 
Pastor Randy officiated at two funerals this month. He is planning to 
have new member Sunday on October 19, 2014. He met with 
confirmation parents and confirmation Sunday set for October 26, 2014. 
Sunday school is off to a great start and looks to be building on the 
initial rally Sunday launch. There are some great folks working with the 
youth and bringing great ideas and energy to the program. He attended 
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a fall ministry retreat, dedicated quilts for Lutheran World Relief and 
other needs, is making hospital visits, and is getting back into teaching 
the confirmation classes. Milestone ministry is looking for a new 
chairperson, as Jill Molls is unable to continue in that position. The 
council is invited to Pastor Randy and Pastor Laurie’s home for an 
evening meal and council meeting on Sunday, November 16. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS:  
Christian Education: The Confirmation banquet is coming up and the 
2015 budget will need to be set with this in mind for next year’s 
confirmation banquet. Things are going very well with the beginning of 
the new Sunday school year. 
 
Communications: Reviewed the membership list, and looking to 
schedule a picture directory in April/May of 2015. 
 
Church in Society: No report. 
 
Congregational Care:  More people willing to make visits are needed. 
There are currently people living in facilities in both Rice Lake and 
Barron that could be visited if arrangements can be made. Members are 
encouraged to keep the committee informed of anyone needing a visit 
from their Augustana family. 
 
Personnel: The committee has met with the paid staff and done annual 
reviews.  
 
Property: The storage shed has been set and a lock installed, 
maintenance has been done on the furnaces, a large ash tree will be 
removed from the front lawn later this fall, and the light in the cross on 
the top of the steeple will need repair—the current wiring situation is not 
adequate to keep it lit as we would like to see.  
Outreach: God’s Work, Our Hands Sunday was very successful. The 
council received a thank you from the public works department of the 
City of Cumberland. Approximately 146 volunteers from both churches 
completed many projects and it is hoped the momentum can continue 
for next fall. The committee is working on the new member Sunday 
plans and anyone seeing a new face at worship is asked to be 
welcoming to him or her and get information so the committee can make 
sure they receive a welcome loaf of bread. 
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Stewardship: Things are in place to begin the fall stewardship drive 
with mail going out to all members. This year the internet will be another 
means of turning in pledges and time and talent sheets. There will be 
temple talks each Sunday in October and a celebration brunch on 
Sunday, November 2, to conclude the pledge drive. 
 
Worship and Music: Motion was made by Joan Kraft to offer 
communion at every worship service beginning October 5, 2014. Motion 
seconded by Greg Chafer and carried. 
 
Youth and Family: The National Youth Gathering in 2015 will be in 
Detroit. Planning and promotion for that event will begin soon. Godstock 
will be the second weekend in November in Eau Claire. Hotel 
accommodations are pending and will be determined by the number of 
students planning to attend. Hey begins Wednesday, October 1. 
 
Motion to adjourn at 7:30 PM was made by Mark Erickson, seconded by 
Keith Johnson. Motion carried. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Val Sutherland, Council Secretary. 

 
Reminders: 
October Devotions: Travis Erickson 
October Counters: Nicole Donatell and Val Sutherland 
Next Meeting:  Sunday, October 26, 2014 at 6 PM 

 
************************* 

Augustana Lutheran Church 
Church Council Minutes 

October 26, 2014 
 
Attending: Dave Evenson, Val Sutherland, Keith Johnson, Janice 

Ahneman, Keith Anderson, Travis Erickson, Barb Agen, 
Greg Chafer, Joan Kraft, Nicole Donatell, and Pastor 
Randy and Pastor Laurie Skow-Anderson. 

Absent: Mark Erickson and Ann Bergmann. 
 
President Dave Evenson called the meeting to order at 6:50 PM 
following a delicious meal served by our hosts, the Skow –Andersons. 
Travis Erickson shared devotions. 
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Approval of Agenda: 
Motion was made by Keith Johnson to approve the agenda, seconded 
by Barb Agen. Motion carried. 
 
Approval of Minutes: 
The minutes of the council meeting dated September 28, 2014 were 
approved on a motion by Nicole Donatell, and seconded by Greg 
Chafer. Motion carried. 
 
New Business: 
Pastor Laurie gave the council worksheets to help with the MAP 
(Mission Action Plan) process. Pastor Laurie then sorted the results 
while the meeting proceeded. 
 
Two outgoing council members, Mark Erickson and Ann Bergmann will 
be contacted to determine if they will serve on the nominating committee 
along with the elected members: Cathy Koser, Mervin Olson, Todd 
Sandman, and Carol Wallin. 
 
The review of preliminary budget was not available due to some delay in 
receiving all the committee budgets. More firm details will be available 
for our November 16 meeting after the pledges have been received and 
data entered into the report. 
 
Finance/Treasurer Report: 
As of September 30, 2014   
Balance in checking   $3,180.67 
Balance in Money Market  $34,601.48 
Balance in Capital Improv/Repairs $13,569.50 
 
Giving was down during the month, and expenses were up, but overall 
we are doing well and within our budget for 2014. Pastor requested a 
change in the designation of his remaining salary for 2014. He 
requested the funds be designated as housing allowance. Motion was 
made by Travis Erickson and seconded by Greg Chafer to allow Pastor 
Randy to allocate the balance of his 2014 salary to housing allowance. 
Motion carried. 
 
Pastor’s Report: 
Pastor Randy will have the new member Sunday on November 16. This 
was postponed from October due to conflicts for the new people joining 
the church. An orientation session will be Saturday morning November 
15. The 9th grade confirmation class required extra time to prepare for 
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Confirmation on Sunday, October 26. Ten young people were confirmed 
and the service was well attended. He has been making hospital visits 
and holding church services at the ECU. Pastor Randy will be working 
on a vision for the congregation and be working that into the sermons in 
the coming weeks. He also asked if the congregation had ever 
considered establishing and endowment fund or foundation. This 
subject will be brought up again in 2015. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS:  
Christian Education: The committee met and worked on the budget. 
Sunday school and Wednesday school are going well and attendance is 
good. The middle school group is calling themselves NOW (not on 
Wednesdays) and they are volunteering to assist in many ways to be of 
service to the church. A Christmas program has been selected and 
leaders are being sought. 
 
Communications: Reviewed the budget and beginning to look at 
companies for the picture directory. 
 
Church in Society: Worked on the budget and set up some dates to 
offer SERV items for sale and have suggestions for alternative 
Christmas gift giving. 
Congregational Care: Folks have come forward to help with out of town 
visits and overall things are going well. 
 
Personnel: The committee reviewed the job descriptions and looked at 
staffing arrangements.  
 
Property: The greatest need at the moment is to have the carpets 
cleaned throughout the church. The estimate is $2300 however there 
are no funds in the property budget to cover that cost. The council 
looked at the overall budget and motion was made by Keith Johnson 
and seconded by Janice Ahneman to have the cost covered from the 
funds designated for moving expenses for Pastor Randy and Pastor 
Laurie (line# 5091). Motion carried. 
 
Outreach: Budget is done for this committee and will be working on the 
details for new member Sunday. 
 
Stewardship: Celebration Sunday will be November 2 and the NOW 
group has volunteered to assist by making fresh waffles and pancakes 
to go along with the potluck brunch planned between services.  
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Worship and Music: Budget was completed and plans are underway 
for the Thanksgiving Eve service that will be hosted by us and include 
First Lutheran Church. We will have the traditional pie and ice cream 
social following the service with the council serving. A committee to 
review the sound systems in the sanctuary and Great Hall is being 
organized. 
 
Youth and Family: Plans for Hey are set through November and a 
parents meeting is coming up to see if there is someone willing to 
assume a leadership role in the future. 
 
Pastor Laurie compiled the data from earlier in the meeting and 
presented the following guiding principles the council determined were 
of utmost importance to Augustana Lutheran Church: 

1. Preaching, teaching, Holy Communion and Holy Baptism--all 
Bible centered. 

2. Help families and kids celebrate Jesus and live the love at home 
and in the world. 

3. Love others by sharing Jesus; reach out to neighbors in need; 
welcome all in worship. 

Motion to adjourn at 8:40 PM was made by Nicole Donatell, seconded 
by Keith Johnson. Motion carried. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Val Sutherland, Council Secretary. 

 
Reminders: 
November Devotions: Nicole Donatell 
November Counters: Val Sutherland and Barb Agen 
Next Meeting:  Sunday, November 16, 2014 at 6 PM 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



13 
 

Margaret's Project Santa 
Preparations are again underway for Margaret’s Project Santa, a 
collaborative effort with Cumberland schools, community service 
organizations, local churches and the High School Student Council to 
provide toys, gifts, food, personal care items and warm clothing to local 
families in Cumberland who need extra help this Christmas. 
Project Santa was started over 25 years ago by the late Margaret Olson. Over the past 25 
years, over 8,000 children in this community have received gifts, clothing and food, all from 
donations given by churches, the community, family and friends.  Last year, 89 
Cumberland families were recipients of this program. 
Along with gifts, each family will be given a laundry basket filled with 
food, personal care and household items.  Donations are needed by 
12/1. 
We are collecting 

 new unwrapped toys- all ages 

 art supplies and art kits for any age  

 children’s books-all ages   

 games for any age 

 Legos, blocks, bubbles 

 Footballs, soccer balls, baseball bats and balls  

 Personal care items including a toothbrush, toothpaste, shampoo 
, conditioner , shave cream, soap, deodorant, hand lotion  

 Phone cards , movie theatre gift cards, gift certificates to area 
retail stores, grocery stores and restaurants 

 Canned or boxed food 

Thank you for your care and support of others who need a special touch 
this Christmas. 
Donations are being collected at churches, US Bank and the 
Cumberland Utility Office. Checks can be addressed to “Margaret’s 
Project Santa” c/o Barb Muench at US Bank, 1485 Second Avenue, 
Cumberland, WI 54829. Donations are needed by 12/1. 
 
Churches: Please call Linda Anderson at 715-822-5123 if you need your 
collected items picked up or if you have a family you would like to refer. 
Items also can be dropped off at US Bank by 12/1. Email Paula Clay at 
pj.4@live.com or jolso@csdmail.com with questions or call Linda 
Anderson at 822 5123 with referrals of families in the Cumberland 
School District area. 

Thank You 

 

mailto:pj.4@live.com
mailto:jolso@csdmail.com
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November Birthdays and Anniversaries 

 
Happy Birthday to… 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2 Sean Annis  
 George Leopold   
 Ashley Neva  
3 Patrick Neva 
4 Jonathan Brown  
 Dave Evenson   
 Betty Nyseth 
5 Larry Anderson  
 Don Donatell,  
 Jesse Garling  
 Megan Harding,  
 Edna Hines  
 Carol Leopold  
9 Josh Laursen  
 Anne Proescholdt 
10 Jordan Malone  
 Gary Nyseth 
 Elaine Warwick 
11 Jaclyn Grinage  
 Sarah Lundquist   
 Matthew Nickell 
12 Alan Carlson  
 Roy Green  
 Laura Hecht  
 Todd Sandman 
13 Kelly Garling  
 Shannon Johnson 
15 Dylan Barker  
 Kurt Berg  
 Tatum Hedke  

 Jeff Walters 
16 Elaine Olson  
 Ruth Shoemaker 
17 Cole Donatell 
18 Herb Blaser 
20 Cody Baker  
 John Hall 
21 Pam Bergstrom, 
 Autumn Donatell   
 Alyx Feidt  
 Candace Jacobs 
22 Cori Hallgren 
25 Marshall Baker  
 Courtney Lussier 
27 Suzanne Perkins 
29 Nicole Donatell  
 Gary Lundquist   
 Terri Ruppel  
 Greg Taft 
30 Tim Jergenson 

 
 

Happy Anniversary 
to… 
4 Lloyd and Jackie Berg 
8 Carroll and Vonnie Schell 
12 Fred and Val Sutherland 
16 Bob and Fran Chubb  
18 Todd and Kirsten Sandman 
22 Gary Johnson and  
      Liz Alberg 
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Director Report 
Rev. Mark Peters, Executive Director 

11525 Luther Point Road 
Grantsburg, WI 54840 

715-689-2347 
                      Mark@LutherPoint.org 

November 2014 
 
The starting point for the future of this camp is "right relationship" 
with God, neighbor, and God's creation. As I begin serving you as 
the new Executive Director at Luther Point Bible Camp I am grateful to 
build upon such a strong foundation laid by Term Director, Jesse Weiss 
(who completed his term at the end of September) and the other staff 
who have been faithful stewards of the resources entrusted to them. He 
forged an exemplary summer camping experience with Program 
Director, Kristen Hussong, in order to assure a wonderful summer camp 
experience for so many children and families. I am delighted that Kristen 
has chosen to continue serving as our Program Director for 2015. I wish 
to personally thank Jesse and Kristen (and the staff they hired for 
summer), for maintaining the highest level of programming and assuring 
that the campers always come first! I express the same thanks to 
Rachael Trillelwitz and Ryan Hennessey in our camp office for their 
hospitality, wisdom, and grace in welcoming me here to be part of this 
team! BRAVO! 
  
"Forming Faith - Pointing to Christ"  
In my first weeks here I have taken time to read evaluations from 
campers and retreat guests while also listening to the stories from those 
at camp this fall. Please don't hesitate to contact me or our staff as we 
plan for 2015 as we welcome your creative ideas for how we might best 
serve you. Stay tuned for more details on our upcoming retreats and 
new offerings. 
  
OTHER NEWS: 
Winter Wonderland: New to Luther Point!  December 6th 
Join us for a day of wintertime activities.  Enjoy fellowship and 
community as we decorate gingerbread houses, share a meal together 
and play outside!  Sleigh rides, snow tubing and snowmen building 
activities will be held in the afternoon.  Bring your family and friends to 
Luther Point to enjoy a winter day together! 
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Calling all Quilters and Scrapbookers! Spring 2015 
Luther Point is excited to start up new retreat opportunities for quilting 
and scrapbooking. Look for more information and logistics soon. We 
welcome your suggestions! 
 
 Come spend some time at Luther Point.  Whether it is a mid-week 
getaway or a family weekend, Luther Point has year-round cabins 
available for you to rent!  Contact Rachael at 715-689-2347 or 
Rachael@LutherPoint.org today! 
 
Grace and Peace,  
Rev. Mark Peters, Executive Director 
  
 

Returning thanks 
After a family sat down for breakfast, the father offered his standard 
prayer of thanks. Afterward, though, he began his usual grumbling about 
financial hardships, the food’s poor quality, how it was cooked and so 
on. 
 
One of his children interrupted: “Dad, did God hear what you said a 
while ago when you were giving thanks?” 
 
“Certainly,” the father replied confidently. 
“And did he hear what you said just now about the bacon and the 
coffee?” 
“Of course,” the father said, more hesitantly. 
“Which did God believe?” 

 

 

Gratitude’s gifts 
Gratitude gets us through the hard stuff. To reflect on your blessings is 
to rehearse God’s accomplishments. To rehearse God’s 
accomplishments is to discover his heart. To discover his heart is to 
discover not just good gifts but the Good Giver.  
 
Gratitude always leaves us looking at God and away from dread. It does 
to anxiety what the morning sun does to valley mist. It burns it up. 
 
                                                 —Max Lucado, You’ll Get Through This 
 


