
Audition Information for 
The Enchanted Bookshop 

 
“The Enchanted Bookshop” uses a flexible cast of 23 to 30 children and provides them with exposure 
to literacy and history. During the day, A Likely Story may look like any other used bookstore.  But at 
night, it’s a place where magic happens.  That’s when the characters inside the books come alive.  
 
Six of those characters — Dorothy Gale, Robin Hood, Pollyanna, Sherlock Holmes, Heidi, and Tom 
Sawyer — long to help Margie, the scatterbrained owner, save her struggling store.  But they’re not 
allowed to leave the building or be seen by human eyes.  So when a pair of smugglers comes looking 
for a stolen necklace hidden inside one of the books, the characters are torn.  Should they warn 
Margie and risk disappearing forever?  Or can they find a way to defeat the crooks without being 
seen? Featuring additional appearances by such beloved literary characters as the Queen of Hearts, 
Long John Silver, and Doctor Dolittle, this charming comedy celebrates the joy of reading in a fresh, 
fun-filled way. 
 
 
*Ages are limited to Middle School and above, with the exception of younger students who 
have participated in past ETC children's productions. 
 
* Please take time to read through these lines before auditioning.  You will be asked to read 
for several different parts at your audition. Look over the character descriptions and be 
prepared to read lines in character.  Feel free to use British accents for English characters; a 
Swiss accent for Heidi; Brooklyn accents for the crooks; Western accent for Hopalong, etc. 
 
*We make every effort to cast all who audition.  However, it is likely that you will receive 
a part other than your first preference.  Larger parts generally, but not always, go to older, 
more experienced actors.  Rehearsals begin on April 6 and will take place on Mondays, 
Tuesdays and Thursdays.  Performance dates are June 5-7 and June 11-13.  Please do not 
audition unless you will be present for performances and most rehearsals. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

The Enchanted Bookshop 
Cast List 

 
Character # of lines 
Margie························· bookshop owner; scatterbrained, eternally hopeful (F or M) ___ 140 
Bombalurina ··············· Margie’s cat; likes to steal things (F or M) __________________ 8 (appears in 
all scenes) 
Mom ··························· bored bookshop customer ______________________________ 24 
Timmy ························· kid; hates books (F or M) _______________________________ 10 
Robin Hood ················· vain Medieval English outlaw (F or M) _____________________ 54 
Tom Sawyer ················ mischievous Missouri schoolboy (F or M) __________________ 36 
Sherlock Holmes ········· brainy English detective (F or M) _________________________ 58 
Toto ····························· Dorothy’s dog; not as brave as he thinks he is (F or M) _______ n/a 
Dorothy ······················· Kansas farm girl; fearless, clever _________________________ 64 
Heidi ···························· Swiss mountain girl; melodramatic _______________________ 38 
Pollyanna ···················· New England schoolgirl; annoyingly optimistic ______________ 42 
Book Fairy ··················· brings the book characters to life; overbearing ______________ 29 
Lady in Red ················· mysterious bookshop customer __________________________ 24 
Fagin ··························· English pickpocket; sneaky (F or M) _______________________ 13 
Long John Silver ·········· English pirate; treacherous (F or M) ______________________ 17 
Officer Ketchum ········· confused police officer (F or M) __________________________ 24 
Fingers ························ jewel smuggler; dumb (F or M) __________________________ 61 
Eddie ··························· another jewel smuggler; bossy and dumb (F or M) ___________ 90 
Doctor Dolittle ············ English veterinarian; talks to animals (F or M) ______________ 15 
Queen of Hearts ········· ruler of Wonderland; hothead ___________________________ 9 
Frankenstein ··············· monster; grunts a lot (F or M) ___________________________ n/a 
Wicked Witch ············· Dorothy’s nemesis; smart aleck __________________________ 8 
Hopalong Cassidy ······· noble cowboy (F or M) _________________________________ 7 
 
Possible additional non-speaking roles



Audition Lines for 
The Enchanted Bookshop 

 
Robin Hood, Tom Sawyer, Sherlock Holmes, Dorothy, Heidi, Pollyanna, Toto, Book Fairy 
Act One, Scene  
Robin: (Dizzy) Odds bodkins! It feels as though the whole world is spinning . . . 
Tom: What’s the matter, old man? Did you swing into a tree again? 
Robin: No. Miss Margie threw my book.  I swear, every time she reads me, I end up flying across 
the room. 
Sherlock: I thought you enjoyed flying, my good man. 
Robin: I do. It’s the landing I’m not so fond of. 
Toto enters barking 
Dorothy: (following Toto) Toto, you’ve got to be quiet! You could wake up Miss Margie. 
Heidi: Vorse yet, you could vake up zat cat, Bamboozle-o-mania. 
Sherlock: Her name is pronounced Bombalurina, Heidi. 
Heidi: Zat’s vat I said, Bamboozle-o-mania. 
Dorothy: What’s the matter with him? (indicates Robin) 
Sherlock: I’m afraid he’s suffered a traumatic injury to his cranium. 
Heidi: Mein Himmel! I can’t undershtand a vord he says! 
Tom: He means he took a blow to the noggin. 
Robin: Miss Margie tossed me across the room again. 
Dorothy: Oh, please. You don’t know what tossing is until you’ve been tossed by a tornado! 
Heidi: Vat means zis vord, tornado? 
Pollyanna: Ooh! Ooh! Let me explain it! A tornado is this great rush of wind that sounds like a 
freight train and goes around and around like a carnival ride! 
Dorothy: You know something, Pollyanna? Only you could make a tornado sound fun. 
Heidi: Did anyvun see vat book vas taken? 
Sherlock: I believe it was White Fang by Jack London. 
Tom: Oh, no! Not White Fang! I’m gonna miss that ol’ mutt. 
Dorothy: Not me! I’m glad he’s gone. He used to chase Toto all around the bookshop! 
Toto growls 
Robin: And he was always chewing on my boots! 
Pollyanna: Well, look on the bright side, at least Miss Margie sold another book. 
Sherlock: She didn’t sell the book, Pollyanna. She gave it away. 
Tom: Miss Margie’s got to stop doin’ that. 
Dorothy: I know. If business doesn’t pick up soon, she’s going to have to close the bookshop. 
Heidi: Ach du lieber! Vat vill happen to us? 
Robin: Who cares what happens to us? It’s Miss Margie I’m worried about. 
Tom: Yeah, this shop is her life. 
Dorothy: I just wish we could help. 
Pollyanna: Hey, I have an idea! Why don’t we raise some money for her by opening a lemonade 
stand? 
Sherlock: I’m afraid we can’t, Pollyanna. That would violate the two rules that were established 
for us by the Book Fairy. 



Dorothy: Oh, no! You said it again! 
Sherlock: Said what? What do you mean? 
Book Fairy: (enters with a flourish) Did somebody call my name? 
Book Characters: (unenthusiastic) Hello, Book Fairy. 
Book Fairy: Tom, I didn’t hear your greeting. 
Tom: (Downright glum) Hello, Book Fairy. 
Book Fairy: That’s better. Now what do you need my assistance with? 
Pollyanna: No assistance, Book Fairy. Mr. Holmes was just explaining to me why we can’t open 
a lemonade stand, only he hadn’t gotten to that part yet. 
Book Fairy: A lemonade stand? Oh, no, no, no, no! That’s simply out of the question! You know 
the rules I laid down for you when I gave you the gift of life. 
Book Characters: Yes, Book Fairy. 
Book Fairy: Well, maybe we should go over them one more time. 
Robin: (to Sherlock) You had to open your big mouth. 
Book Fairy: Can anyone tell me the first rule? 
Pollyanna: (Raises her hand) Ooh! Ooh! I can! I can! 
Book Fairy: Yes, Pollyanna? 
Pollyanna: Rule number one – No leaving the bookshop. 
Book Fairy: And the second rule? Anyone? 
Pollyanna: (Raises her hand) Ooh! Ooh! Call on me! Call on me! 
Book Fairy: Anyone else? Please? (Sherlock raises his hand) Yes, you, Mr. Holmes. 
Sherlock: Rule number two – We must never permit ourselves to be seen or in any way 
perceived by human beings. 
Book Fairy: A little wordy, but correct. 
Tom: Rules are dumb. 
Heidi: But, Thomas, if it veren’t for ze rules, ve vouldn’t be here at all. 
Book Fairy: That’s right, Heidi. You’ve got to realize I went way out on a limb for you guys. I 
mean, book characters are supposed to come to life the normal way, by being read. 
Robin: Here it comes . . . 
Book Fairy: But when I realized that was unlikely to happen here, I decided to step in. 
Dorothy: We know, Book Fairy, and we’re all very grateful.  But can’t you make an exception 
just this once? 
Book Fairy: Absolutely not! I mean, can you imagine what chaos it would cause if the humans 
saw you cavorting around? No, I have to insist. If you break either of the two rules, you’ll 
disappear into your books forever. 
Tom: How’s that supposed to work? 
Book Fairy: I don’t know, but it won’t be good. Now, if you’ll please excuse me, I need to go 
look for Scarlett O’Hara. I understand she’s missing. 
Heidi: Oh, no! Vat happened to her? 
Book Fairy: What do you think? She’s gone with the wind. 
 
  



Margie, Bombalurina, Officer Ketchum, Fingers, Eddie 
Act One, Scene 5 
Margie: (to Bombalurina) If you’re not careful, one of these days the police are going to come 
right through that door and arrest you! (Officer Ketchum enters, Bombalurina lets out a 
screech.)  I didn’t mean it! 
Ketchum: Didn’t mean what? 
Margie: That you’d arrest Bombalurina. 
Ketchum: Bombalurina? That’s a rather unusual name for a cook. Wait. Not cook. I meant 
crook. That’s an unusual name for a cook. 
Margie: You’re not going to lock her up, are you? 
Ketchum: Of course I’m going to lock her up! I can’t let hardened criminals run around willy-
nilly! Well, maybe I can let them run around willy. But I certainly can’t let them run around nilly! 
Now where is the miscreant? 
Margie: What do you mean where is she? She’s right here. (indicates Bombalurina) 
Ketchum: What? Behind the cat? 
Margie: No, she is the cat. 
Ketchum: You’ve got to be kidding! I’m not going to arrest a cat! 
Margie: Then why are you here? 
Ketchum: Don’t tell anyone, but I’m after a gang of jewel thieves. 
Margie: (gasps) Jewel thieves? 
Ketchum: Shhh! Keep it down! 
Margie: (softer) Jewel thieves? 
Ketchum:  Who told you? 
Margie: You did. 
Ketchum: Well, keep it under your hat. Wait. Forget that. You’re not wearing a hat. I’ll keep it 
under my hat. (Lifts his hat and pretends to place something under it.) 
Margie: Do you know what the thieves look like? 
Ketchum: No. All I know is they’ve been stealing diamonds from a number of jewelry stores, 
then smuggling them out of the country, only I don’t know how they’re smuggling them. 
Margie: Oh, how exciting! It’s just like a mystery novel! 
Ketchum: This is nothing like a mystery novel ma’am. This is serious. Why, your very knife could 
be in danger! 
Margie: What? 
Ketchum: Did I say knife? Sorry, I meant life. Your very life could be in danger. 
Margie: Oh, dear. 
Ketchum exits. 
Margie: Did you hear that, Bombalurina? Jewel thieves! Oh, how I wish they’d come here! I’d 
give them a good drubbing with my quarterstaff, just like Robin Hood used to do. (she pretends 
to hold a quarterstaff and fight off the thieves. Embarrassed, Bombalurina buries head in paws.) 
Oh well. I suppose I’d better get these thing out of the way. (gathers items and leaves.) 
Eddie and Fingers enter. Bombalurina hisses 
Fingers: Hey, Eddie. Is this the place? 
Eddie: It sure looks like the place, Fingers. I mean, it’s got books and everything. 
Fingers: I thought we was lookin’ for jewels. 



Eddie: We are lookin’ for jewels, you meatball! The jewels are inside a book! 
Fingers: How’d they get in there? 
Eddie: Let me go over this one more time. Step one, the Lady in Red steals the necklace. Step 
two, she puts the necklace in a book. Step three, she sells the book to a used bookstore. Step 
four, we buy the book from the used bookstore. Step five, we give the book to the boss. 
Fingers: That’s a lot of steps. 
Eddie: It’s for the boss’s protection. He don’t want the Lady in Ted to know who he is, in case 
she gets caught. 
Fingers: Oh, okay. (Thinks) Hey, wait a minute. What if we get caught? 
Eddie: Who cares? We ain’t doin’ nothin’ illegal. We’re just buyin’ a book. 
Fingers: Oh, yeah. (looks around) Well, there sure are a lot of books here. How are we 
supposed to know which one has the jewels? 
Eddie: The boss told me to look for one book in particular. He even made me repeat the title 
again and again so I’d remember it. 
Fingers: Oh, really? What’s the title? 
Eddie: I forget. But I know the book has a lock on it. 
Fingers: (scans the bookshelves, pulls out a book) How about this one, Eddie? Treasure Island. It 
sounds like this might have jewels in it. 
Eddie: Does it have a lock? 
Fingers: No 
Eddie: Then that ain’t it. 
 
 
  



Margie, Mom and Timmy 
Act One, Scene One 
Mom:  I’m here to buy a book for my son, Timmy. 
Margie: Oh! Isn’t that exciting! What kind of books do you like, Timmy?  Timmy? 
Mom: Timmy, she’s asking you a question. 
Timmy: (playing a game on his phone) I hate books. 
Margie: Ha ha. Surely you don’t mean that. Don’t you have a favorite book at home? 
Mom:  Timmy doesn’t have any books. 
Margie:  No books at all? 
Mom: We always meant to buy him one, but we could never make the commitment. Books 
take up so much room, you know. 
Margie: Yes, well I’m sure I can find something he’ll like. 
Mom: We wouldn’t be here at all except his teacher is making him write a book report. 
Margie: Ooh, how about a mystery? Or maybe science fiction. Wait, I’ll bet you’d love a 
heartwarming animal story. 
Timmy: (To his phone) Take that! And that! 
Mom: I don’t know why he has to write a book report. I mean, books are so old-fashioned. 
Margie: Oh, but they’re not! Books are wonderful! They strengthen your vocabulary, they fuel 
your imagination, they teach you about other times and other cultures. 
Mom: What do you mean? 
Margie: Well, take this book for example. Robin Hood. It’s about these highway robbers in 
medieval England . . . 
Mom: Oh, no. We would never let Timmy read a book like that. We’re very careful about what 
we expose him to. 
Timmy:  (to phone)  Blam! Blam! Blam! 
 
Act Two, Scene Four 
Mom:  We’re back! 
Margie: What’s the matter? Didn’t he like the book? 
Mom: Are you kidding? He loved it! 
Timmy: It was the greatest book ever! 
Margie: I’m so glad you enjoyed it. 
Timmy: Do you have any more? 
Margie: Do I have any more? I’ve got a whole store full of books. 
Mom: What would you recommend? 
Margie: Well, there’s Robin Hood and Pollyanna and Sherlock Holmes and Heidi and Tom 
Sawyer and . . . And then there’s this one, the most special one of all. 
Timmy: The Wizard of Oz? I thought that was a movie. 
Margie: Oh, sure. They made a movie out of it, but if you really want to see some great special 
effects, you’ve got to read the book. 
Timmy: Awesome! 
 
 
  



Long John Silver 
Act One, Scene 4 
Long John: (Talking to the Parrot on his shoulder) Well Captain Flint, it’s about time those 
scalawags abandoned ship. Now we an see if they left any boot. (Goes to the counter and picks 
up the necklace) Well, shiver me timers! A necklace made of the finest diamonds! What do you 
think I should do with it, Captain Flint (Puts his ear to the Parrot’s beak) A most excellent plan.. 
Those scalawags will never miss it! (Laughs evilly) 
 
Wicked Witch 
Act Two, Scene 5 
Wicked Witch:  I’ll get you, my pretty! And your little friend, too! 
 
Dr. Dolittle and Queen of Hearts 
Act Two, Scene 4 
Queen of Heart: Someone ought to lose a head! 
Dolittle: You know, I’m a little concerned about your preoccupation with violence. It may be a 
sign of something more serious. Can you stop by my office next week for a consultation? 
Queen: Wait. Aren’t you an animal doctor? 
Dolittle: Indeed, madam. I am. 
Queen:  Well, do I look like ad animal to you? 
Dolittle: No, but you don’t look quite human either. 
Queen: Of course not! I’m a playing card! 
Dolittle:  What kind of doctor do you want to see, then? 
Queen: What else? A cardiologist! 
 
 
Hopalong cowboy accent 
Frankenstein roars 
Bombalurina meows 


